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Seminary President-elect 


Philadelphia Board Elects 
Prof. Paul J. Hoh to Succeed 
Pres. Luther D. Reed, June 30, 1945 


Tue Rev. Dr. Paul J. Hoh is the new 
president-elect of the Lutheran The- 
ological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa: 
This is the first public announcement of 
Dr. Hoh’s election since the meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Seminary 
November 21. Until July 1, 1945, when 


. 


President-elect Paul J. Hoh, D.D., 


he will take up his official duties, Dr: 
Hoh will continue as professor of Prac- 
tical Theology and Assistant to the 
President. His inauguration will take 
place in connection with the Seminary 
Commencement Tuesday, June 26. Dr. 
Hoh is also director of the Seminary’s 
Acadernic Department; in this capacity 
he has charge of all who are preparing 
for the ministry, including high school 
and college boys who are already en- 
rolled in the Seminary, in accord with 
Draft Board requirements. 

Dr. Hoh received his Doctor of Divin- 
ity degree from Muhlenberg College. 
He is a graduate of the 1914 class of the 

(Concluded on page 9) 
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The Church and Spiritual Power 


SHOULD readers of Tur LutTHERAN question the propriety of the above 
picture, we could cite the fact that our mechanical dynamo takes its name 
from a Greek word which Paul used to define the Gospel. He wrote the 
Romans: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is the power of 
God unto salvation.” His word for power is dynamo in English. 

The variety of applications which this modern mechanism provides for 
its users one need not describe. They are almost as familiar as the air we 
breathe and the food we eat. Yet its mysteriousness continues to be almost 
as impenetrable as is the nature of life. 

In the realm of the kingdom of God there are invisible spiritual energies 
which can be made available for fulfilling the eternal purposes of God as 
He and His will for man are revealed in Holy Scriptures. Items of resem- 
blance can be cited; one of them is the immeasurable resources which prayer 
brings to those who ask in our Lord’s name. Another is the provision of 
multiplied power which rewards agreements in petitions by the company 
of believers. 

On this latter, we place emphasis in this issue. The collects found in 
our Common Service Book are in use by the great majority of Lutherans, 
not only in North America, but in Europe and in mission fields. They are 
part of the Book of Common Prayer used by the Anglicans in Great Britain 
and by Episcopalians in North America. At Roman Catholic altars, these 
same petitions are addressed to the throne of grace. An innumerable com- 
pany thus beseeches God next Sunday, “Stir up our hearts.” 
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THE CHURCH 


INTHE MEWS ........ L G, Elson Peaff 


Learning about labor 

“Ir the church is going to minister 
effectively to the masses of industrial 
workers, it must learn to understand 
the problems of the working man,” said 

mx Dr. A. D. Mattson, 

Augustana Semi- 
nary professor at 
the biennial con- 
vention of the 
American Lutheran 
Conference in Mil- 
/ waukee. 
The church must 
show “a more sympathetic understand- 
ing of labor’s problems if it is to temper 
the growing power of organized labor,” 
he stated. 


At the Federal Council convention in 
Pittsburgh, John G. Ramsey of the 
United Steel Workers told churchmen 
that if the church is to reach people in 
the ranks of labor, it must do what 
labor does, “think and act for the poor, 
the hungry, and unsheltered; solve 
racial and other minority prejudice; 
and build brotherhood through love.” 


Labor leaders at the recent CIO con- 
vention in Chicago, when asked to com- 
ment on the relation of labor to the 
church, said: “Labor did not go away 
from the church, the church went away 
from labor. .. . Labor and management 
are in the churches together. The 


church must challenge both to face their 


problems honestly and unselfishly.” 

Sixty-five students for the ministry, 
were introduced to the CIO convention 
by Philip Murray. Attending a confer- 
ence of the National Religion and La- 
bor Foundation, the students pledged 
“special concern for the economic, re- 
ligious, and general social rights of 
minority groups.” 
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Plenty of passports 
THE new U. S. Secretary of State, | 


E. R. Stettinius, declares the State De- | 


partment issues passports to mission- 
aries “without prejudice for or against 
any religious sect or denomination.” 


Answering an inquiry from Willard | 


Johnson, he states that in three months | 


of 1944, “76 passports were issued to - 


Protestant missionaries and 20 to Cath- 
olic missionaries going to the West 


Indies and Central and South Amer- | 


ica.” 


prohibiting the entry of alien mission- 
aries or clergymen for reasons related 
to wartime security problems, he ex- 
plains. Opportunity for the travel of 
missionaries is further limited by the 
scarcity of travel facilities. 


Ambassador to the Vatican 

ANOTHER matter of contention involv- 
ing the State Department and the Prot- 
estant churches is that of sending a 
diplomatic representative to the Pope. 

Lately there has been renewed con- 
cern about the possibility of an Amer- 
ican ambassador or diplomat of lesser 
rank being sent to the Holy See. 

Said the Federal Council of Churches 
at the Pittsburgh meeting, such action 
“would confer upon one church a spe- 
cial preferential status in relation to 
the American Government,” and would 
be “contrary to the spirit of American 
tradition.” 

“The Roman Catholic Church, ac- 
cording to its own conception, is a re- 
ligious body and a political body at the 
same time,” said the Council state- 
ment. “It is impossible to separate the 
two.” 

“A continuing official connection be- 
tween our Government and the Vatican 
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Some of the American republics are | 


would compromise the American prin- 
ciple of separation of church and state.” 


Rejects Universalists 

Tue application for membership of 
the Universalist Church m the Federal 
Council of Churches was rejected at 
the Pittsburgh convention. Presby- 
terians, United Presbyterians, and 
United Lutherans spoke against ad- 


- mission, on the grounds that this would 


be a departure from the Council’s evan- 
gelical position. 


Catholics on guard in Mexico 

A CAMPAIGN to counteract “Protestant 
propaganda” in Mexico has been an- 
nounced by Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop Luis M. Martinez, reports Re- 
ligious News Service. 

Study groups, lectures, and distribu- 
tion of books and pamphlets will be 
used to “counter-check the present 
Protestant propaganda in Mexico which 
is being made with great resources and 
powerful organization,” he states. 

On December 12 and on the twelfth 


_ day of each month throughout the com- 


ing year, he calls for a solemn public 
oath to be taken by Catholics to remain 
faithful to the Catholic Church, 

A Catholic layman writing in a Mex- 
ican newspaper suggests that “if the 
Protestants build a school, a hospital, 
an orphanage, a club, or a library, the 
Catholics should sustain two.” 


Congregationalists climb 

Laymen of the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches have bought a plot on 
top of Pine Mountain (elevation 2,400 
feet) in the White Mountain area of 
New Hampshire. 

It is to be “a place of spiritual re- 
freshment for all sorts of Christian 
workers,” says Dr. Douglas Horton. 
Congregationalists can come there to 
live “an ordered spiritual life” and 
learn the way of worship and devotion 
under the best of leadership and amidst 
the most beautiful of surroundings. 
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“It is hoped the Retreat will be a 
place of great creativity where the arts 
associated with the church may be cul- 
tivated; where those who contemplate 
constructive work, such as the writing 
of Christian literature, can live and be 
protected from outside distractions.” 


Stay out of politics 

Tue Greek Orthodox Church does not 
intend to become involved in politics, 
according to the Archbishop of Athens, 
Metropolitan Demaskinos. He has 
banned all political activity by clergy- 
men under his jurisdiction. 

With violent agitation regarding new 
political alignments under way in 
Greece, “The Church is not allowed or 
entitled to participate in political strug- 
gles in any form whatsoever, because 
the choice of a system of government 
and political leaders is exclusively the 
right of the people themselves, accord- 
ing to their own conceptions, their po- 
litical liberties,” he says. 

He wishes to prevent the splitting of 
the clergy into political parties and the 
disruption of internal peace and unity, 
he explains. 

“Well-known disastrous conse- 
quences of the past caused by the 
clergy’s interference in public affairs 
during periods of dissensions, not only 
in Greece but among Greeks abroad, 
prove the truth of these remarks,” says 
the archbishop. 


Promoting the chief 

Tue chief of chaplains of the U. S. 
Army, Brigadier General William R. 
Arnold, is scheduled for promotion to 
the rank of major general. His deputy, 
Col. George F. Rixey, will become a 
brigadier general. 

These promotions are “a recognition 
of the status of the Chaplains’ Corps,” 
says Chaplain Arnold. They put this 
corps on a par with other corps in the 
United States Army. Never before have 
there been two U. S. Army chaplains 
with the rank of general. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


but there is not much prospect that his - 


Service Girls in a big British military 
establishment have their eyes on the 
kind of a future they prefer. They have 
asked their Commanding Officer to “or- 
ganize spare-time courses in practical 
romance.” Just how “practical” it is, 
may be judged by the subjects they are 
asking to have discussed in the week- 
end sessions of their “bride’s college.” 
First of all, they want a thorough pres- 
entation of marriage itself. After that 
they want instruction on social be- 
havior, how best to use leisure time, 
training in improved cookery, the best 
ways to manage a household, and how 
to avoid the pitfalls of borrowing and 
of mortgages. Hundreds of the girls 
are already enrolled for the courses. 
But, besides, they want—and have 
moved to get—the thing that will com- 
plete their future outlook—a comple- 
mentary course for service men, to turn 
them into ideal husbands. 


Holland’s underground paper, Geil- 
lustreed Vrij Nederland, has issued a 
warning against a pamphlet that has 
been given large circulation in that 
land. The intriguing fact, and the rea- 
son for the warning, is that the pam- 
phlet, “Wachter, wat is er van de 
nacht?” (you can English that easily), 
presumably written to strengthen and 
elevate the Nederlanders’ faith, is in- 
deed a clever quisling device to confuse 
the counsels of the patriots. The writer 
insinuates that men of violence are 
misusing the underground channels to 
weaken Christian morals; to further 
methods that are illegal; to provoke a 
Dutch “St. Bartholomew’s Eve” by 
compiling “murder lists.” The best that 
the unknown writer of the pamphlet 
hopes to attain is to induce the Dutch 
patriots to keep quiet and do nothing; 
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advice will be followed. 


hy Gulius Fe Seebach 


. 


The Promise that Britain will throw | 


greatly increased military power into 
the Pacific area after Germany has sur- 
rendered, is reported as beginning to 


fall into definite lines. The British are 


to be given the clean-up job in areas 
where large forces of Japanese have 
been by-passed and cut off by the 
American campaign to conquer the 
Philippines. The plan has a logical 
background, for most of the trapped 
Japanese forces lie in that large area 
which stretches between Australia- 
New Zealand and the scene of Britain’s 
humiliating losses of Singapore and 
Hong Kong. It offers the chance also 
to consolidate the potential force of 
India, which so far has done little, with 
this essentially naval program into an 
all-out offensive northward against the 
Japanese entrenched in the lands they 
were able to overrun after the obstacles 
of Singapore and Hong Kong were re- 
moved. 


Polish underground papers continue, 
naturally enough, to make a great deal 
of the strenuous Nazi endeavor to 
stamp out the use of the Polish lan- 
guage by the conquered Poles. It is 
equally natural that the effort should 
fail. As a project the action of the 
Nazis is not unique; all European na- 
tions have practiced it for centuries in 
dealing with minorities. Intended as a 
means of unification, it has rather con- 


firmed the minorities in loyalty to the - 


language of their ancestors. This lin- 
guistic struggle seems strange to us 


here, where the government exercises — 


no desire to force change of speech, be- 
ing content to leave the transfer to the 
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national speech to the pervading in- 
fluences of the public schools. How- 
ever, one can appreciate the appeal of 
the mother-tongue to immigrants in 
strange countries. Their sense of con- 
tinuity, their culture, the very forms 
of their faith, are involved; and pa- 
tience should be exercised toward 
them, especially to those of the first 
generation, or even the second. Be- 
yond that—particularly when the past 
continues to be imposed on the younger 
by the older generations—it comes to 
be a disintegrating evil for the church 
and a source of disunion for the state. 
No group knows that better than our 
own household of faith, which still ex- 
presses itself here in many languages. 


Traffic in diamonds has reached un- 
precedented proportions—but not for 
adornment. The fact is that the market 
for “gem stones” is decidedly restricted. 
Diamonds have gone into business and 
industry in a big way; and for these 
purposes the low-grade, off-color 
_“boart” diamonds, which come chiefly 
from the Belgian Congo and South 
Africa, and the bluish-purple “carbon” 
diamonds, supply the pressing present 
needs. These are indispensable in the 
production of fine instruments and pre- 
cision machines. The progress in the 
new field of radar would be impossible 
without them. They point drills that 
bore through the hardest materials; for 
instance, they drill through other dia- 
monds. Diamonds so drilled furnish the 
means for drawing the finest wire, even 
down to 0.0003 of an inch in diameter. 


Because he knows the working of 
human minds, Dr. R. S. Woodworth of 
Columbia University’s Department of 
Psychology mingles warning and en- 
couragement concerning the “sharp in- 
crease in table-tapping, seances and 
other ‘magic’ methods of communicat- 
ing with the dead, or seeking informa- 
tion about the living.” He refers to the 
popularity of the ouija board, but as- 
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serts its popularity will wane within the 
year. The impulse to appeal to these 
dubious and misleading schemes that 
promise unnatural communications 
proceeds from the anxieties arising out 
of tragic war conditions. Many whose 
faith is not firmly founded, seek for a 
feeling of security in other ways when 
fears assail them. This is a condition 
that recurs with every war or calamity, 
and then disappears because it always 
fails to: help. Sane faith is the surest 
help and the best antidote. 


The Present evacuation of children 
from London, due to the buzz-bomb 
blitz, has had a curious effect upon the 
animals at the Zoo. Formerly the chil- 
dren used to gather in crowds around 
the animal cages, and the occupants 
would act complacent, indifferent or 
bored. Now, it is reported by the Zoo 
officials, when an occasional child ap- 
proaches the cages, the animals display 
an engrossing interest in the child. 
Monkeys in particular are miserable 
over the absence of the children. 


It Seems That: The British are claim- 
ing that their shipyards are producing 
ships at a rate of 25 percent more than 
our shipyards, man for man. They 
quote our Department of Labor figures 
tO PTOVelite 4 sss The Navy has de- 
veloped a new fire-retarding paint in 
which antimony oxide replaces the 
casein used in the paint provided for 
land operations. The oxide paint resists 
mildew and the effects of repeated 
washings. ... A prize stimulus caused 
5,540 Moscow subway workers to pre- 
sent new ideas for improving the sys- 
tem, The prize was given to a work- 
man who invented a machine which 
purified the air while sweeping and 
cleaning the stations. ... Our Navy has 
just awarded $3,800 to J. T. Wong, son 
of a Chinese miner, for suggesting a 
time-saving method of preparing bulk- 
head electric-cable stuffing tubes at the 
Mare Island (Calif.) Navy Yard. 


ADVENT AND PENSIONS 


In the procession of the seasons, as 
Advent takes its place upon the Church 
Calendar, the Board of Ministerial 
Pensions and Relief, to whom the 
Church has assigned this season, brings 
its claims to the attention of the Church. 

The truism that “men shall not live 
by bread alone,” is sometimes urged 
with implications that a man can live 
without bread at all. This situation is 
too frequently exemplified by the con- 
gregation that expects the minister to 
provide for old age out of salary sav- 
ings. 

Few men, whether they are business 
men, industrialists, farmers, wage earn- 
ers or salaried employees, can or ever 
do build an estate independent of and 
separate from the enterprise to which 
they have given their lives. The farmer, 
the business men and the industrialist 
have a continuing interest in farm, 
store or factory after they have ceased 
to carry the major responsibility for its 
successful operation. The law gives 
them the right to have a share in the 
financial returns of the going enterprise 
they helped to build. The law now rec- 
ognizes the right of the wage earner 
and salaried employee to have such 
provision made for them through So- 
cial Security. 


Care Commanded 
Churches in America have fumbled 

over this same situation as related to 
ministry and church. Until a quarter 
of a century ago few churches recog- 
nized that the minister’s life was build~ 
ing the church and that God had given 
him the same right that the farmer, 
business man, vinegrower and soldier 
had. The right is set forth at length in 
the ninth chapter of First Corinthians. - 
It is a part of the book written for the 
guidance and instruction of the church. 


By HARRY HODGES 


It was left to the church to set up an 
orderly process for the collection and | 
distribution of such a portion of the 
tithes and offerings as would be neces- 
sary to care for the aged or disabled — 
ministry and their dependents in the 
event of death. . 
It is unnecessary to recite the various 
devices that in the past were unsuccess- 


Executive 
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Relief 


fully tried in solving this problem. It 
is enough to know that now there is a 
way open to our churches to deal justly 
with the ministry and give to the min- 
ister the same opportunity that others 
enjoy for old age support. The Con-' 
tributory Pension Plan is the answer; 
it meets every requirement for the pro- 
tection of the ministry and affords 
every congregation a means of meeting 
both need and divine obligation. Give 
your minister the same opportunities 
that you enjoy. God expects it. The 
government expects it. Social equality 
demands it. 


General Adoption Coming 

Recognition of the need and partic- — 
ipation are growing. Every congrega- 
tion will ultimately co-operate, because 
a work so clearly justified by life ex- — 
perience and scriptural teaching will 
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ultimately win co-operation. Our own 
Church has trailed the denominations 
and the rest of Lutheranism in intro- 
ducing this plan, but at long last we 
have seen the light and will begin to 
operate the plan January 1, 1945, as 
adopted by the Louisville Convention 
of the ULCA. ' 

There are those among us who think 
that the congregation's contribution 
should be socialized. The Actuary 
claims that such a position is socially 
and philosophically unsound. 
_ A quarter of a century ago, when we 
introduced the non-contributory plan, 
twenty-one other churches told us that 
such a plan was unsound; but we dis- 
regarded their advice and needed an 
$87,000 deficit to convince us of its 
truth. 

These same churches now tell us that 
a socialized contributory plan is un- 
sound. Must we again be convinced in 
the hard way? Surely experience is 
the best of teachers. 

But we yet have two years to think it 
through. In the meantime we shall in- 
- troduce the Plan as it now stands and 
no change made two years hence can 
be retroactive. Therefore we are in- 
viting all congregations and other em- 
_ ploying agencies to enroll their pastors 
in the Plan at once and put them on a 
retirement parity with those of other 
churches. 


Seminary President-elect 
(Continued from page 2) 
University of Pennsylvania. From 1914- 
15 he was instructor at Bethlehem Pre- 
paratory School. In 1918 he was grad- 
uated from the Philadelphia Seminary, 
and was ordained. He served in the 
following positions: as pastor of St. 
Mark’s Church in Bethlehem from 
1918-20; Holy Trinity Church in Wild- 
wood, N. J., 1920-21; Ascension Church 
on the Seminary Campus in Mt. Airy, 
1921-30; and as an editor for the Parish 
and Church School Board, 1930-37. 
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From that time until the present he has 
been on the Seminary faculty. 

Dr. Hoh will succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Luther D. Reed. As of June 30, 1945, 
Dr. Reed will retire as president and 
professor, but will continue as Librarian 
of the Seminary. Since 1906 he has 
been connected with the Seminary— 
first as librarian, then as instructor, and 
since 1911 as professor of Liturgics and 
Church Art. ~ 


The Holy Communion 
By WALTER N. YOUNT 


O Sacrep Mystery 

That comes from God above, 
In memory of His suffering 

A token of His love. 


What mind can fathom 

The depth of strength supplying; 
Nor tongue recite 

The comfort to the dying? 


The Body broken for my sake, 
The promise given, 

The precious Blood for me to take, 
That sins might be forgiven. 


Dare I ignore the invitation 

When Christ Himself draws near? 
Neglect my sacred obligation 

To share His blessings here? 


I humbly bow my head 
In this His congregation, 
And bend the knee 
In thankful adoration. 


Confess my sins, 
Receive the absolution; 
And stand renewed 
And freed from sin’s pollution. 


Thus with soul renewed 
And sins forgiven, 

I’ve passed another milestone 
On the way to Heaven. 


Asheboro, NC. 


AN UN-AMERICAN MARRIAGE 


By the REV. BENJAMIN LOTZ in "The Christian Century" 


“Joun, Father Murphy said you will 
have to go to instruction before we can 
get married. It is a diocesan regulation. 
Its purpose is to teach you something 
of the church, the priest said, and to 
clear up difficulties.” 

“Does that mean, Jane, that you will 
go to instruction to my pastor, too? 
You ought to know something of my 
church and what it teaches.” 

“That’s different, John; you know I 
am a Catholic.” 


I 


John Parkridge went faithfully to in- 
struction. He did it because of his love 
for Jane. He was given a catechism 
and he read it carefully. The parish 
priest by his friendly manner easily 
dispelled prejudice and won his con- 
fidence. The date of the marriage was 
fixed and all other arrangements were 
well in hand. After the ceremony at 
the rectory, there would be a reception 
at the American Hotel to which fifty 
guests would be invited. The invita- 
tions were ordered from a local en- 
graver. 

At one of the periods of instruction, 
some time before the wedding, Father 
Murphy gave John a form for him to 
sign, explaining that he was to sign one 
side and Jane would sign the other 
side. 

John took the paper and began to 
read it. The blood rushed to his head 
but he managed to speak calmly. 

“Do ,you mind, father,” he said, “if I 
sign it when I come next week? There 
is still time and I would like to take it 
home and read it over carefully.” 

“Tt is a bit unusual,” the priest an- 
swered, “but take it along with you. 
There must be no compulsion about it. 
But unless you and Jane sign it, I can- 
not marry you. And unless Jane is 
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married by me, the priest of her church,, 


she is virtually excommunicated. There 
can be no other decision.” 


se 
John Parkridge went directly home’ 


that evening. He sat down at his desk 
and read the paper carefully. 


ANTE-NvupTIAL AGREEMENT 


(To be i by the non-Catholic party 
a mixed marriage) 


I, the undersigned, not a member of the 
Catholic Church, wishing to contract mar- 
riage with ——, a member of the Catholic 
Church, propose to do so with the under- 
standing that the marriage bond thus con- 
tracted is indissoluble, except by death. I 
promise on my word and honor that I will 
not in any way hinder or obstruct the said 


—— in the exercise of —— religion and 


that all children of either sex born of our 
marriage shall be baptized and educated 
in the Catholic faith and according to the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, even 
though the said —— should be taken away 
by death. 

I further promise that I will marry —— 
only according to the marriage rite of the 
Catholic Church; that I will not, either 
before or after the Catholic ceremony; 
present myself with —— for marriage be- 
fore a civil magistrate or minister of the 
gospel. (Signature) 
Signed in the presence of Rev. 
Place +— Date 


Then John Parkridge turned the 
paper to the other side and read a sim- 
ilar pledge to be signed by his bride. 
But in addition to its provisions for the 
baptism and education in the Catholic 


religion of any children born to the © 


union, he discovered that Jane must 


promise “that I will do all in my power — 


to bring about the conversion” to 
Catholicism of her husband.* 
It seemed strange, John Parkridge 
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thought to himself, that he should be 
called on to sign anything like that. For 
that would bind his life and conscience, 
regardless of what changed circum- 
stances the years would bring. If chil- 
dren were born to them, he thought, if 
then Jane should die, if he should 
marry again, this time a Protestant— 
remote possibilities, to be sure—he 
would be obligated to raise their chil- 
dren in the Roman Catholic faith. He 
was binding his life to an unknown 
future. 
Il 
The next evening John Parkridge 
visited his own pastor. He showed the 
pastor the paper he had been asked to 
sign. Together they read it carefully. 

The pastor indicated to John that first 
of all it involved compromising his own 
faith. It would mean, too, a divided 
family in which a common devotional 
life would be impossible. And it might 
mean that his children would be reared 
in a faith completely alien to his con- 
ception of Christianity. Then the pas- 
tor pointed out some implications of the 
pledge to be signed by the Catholic that 
had more or less escaped John’s notice. 
“Do you see what else is involved? 
Jane is to work for your conversion. 
That is not wrong, for if her religion 
means anything to her, that is what 
she ought to do. Religion is something 
that we ought to share with those 
we love. However, on the other hand, 
there is no such reciprocal right ac- 


*The form of the ante-nuptial agreement 
may vary in different parts of the Roman 
Church. In the diocese of Richmond this 
additional promise is required of the non- 
Catholic: “That I will not interfere in the 
least with the free exercise of the Catholic 
party’s religion and that I will lead a mar- 
ried life in conformity with the attitude 
of the Roman Catholic Church regarding 
artificial birth control, contraception or so- 
called ‘planned parenthood,’ realizing fully 
that these practices are against the natural 
and divine law.” 
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corded to you. The Roman Catholic 
Church denies you what it requires for 
Jane, and demands that you acquiesce 
in this demand. This attitude is un- 
democratic and un-American because it 
is essentially unfair. 

“Tf religious freedom means any- 
thing,” the pastor continued, “there 
goes with it the freedom to be a mis- 
sionary as long as common decency, re- 
spect and good order are maintained. 
But you are to be denied that right in 
your own home, to those you support 
and to those whom you are to cherish 
and love as long as life lasts. 

“Most people would resent not being 
allowed to tell about a new automobile 
or to recommend a new type of oil 
burner. But here is something that 
counts infinitely more, and here you 
must promise to keep silent—yes, even 
if you and Jane live together happily 
for fifty years.” 

“But can’t I sign it with my fingers 
crossed?” John asked rather reluctantly. 

“I suspect many people do it. They 
do it to please a pious old mother or 
grandmother. But it is to begin a new 
life with a lie on one’s lips. Rome with 
its spirit of legalism has always used 
coercive measures. True religion ought 
to spring from a willing heart and not 
from force and coercion.” 


IV 

Of course, his pastor could give John 
and Jane no easy solution for their 
problem. He could only make them 
understand what was involved. If they 
were not married by a Roman Catholic 
priest, the marriage would not be rec- 
ognized by the Roman Catholic Church. 
Hard as the words sound it would only 
be legal concubinage. If they were mar- 
ried by the priest, John would have to 
sign a paper which would make him 
compromise his faith, divide his family 
and close his mouth when he wanted to 
talk of what religion meant to him.. 


(Concluded on page 14) 


By S. FREDERICK TELLEEN 


Bro Ne : 
Income Tax Allowance for Gifts 
: 


At its recent convention our Church 
adopted a Statement of Principle and 
a Resolution with regard to the Income 
Tax provisions covering deductions for 
gifts to church and charity. Other Prot- 
estant churches, and charitable organ- 
izations and institutions, are interested 
in this subject for similar reasons. 

At a recent meeting of representa- 
tives of several Protestant churches, our 
Statement of Principle, with some slight 
modifications, was adopted. It reads: 


“The provision in our income tax laws 

for the deduction of 15 per cent of 
income for gifts to church and char- 
ity is a manifestation of the Amer- 
ican tradition, dating back to colonial 
days, which assumes that citizens 
have two basic loyalties—to the 
church, of which a majority of them 
are members, and to the political 
state. The evident purpose has been 
to free from levy by the state part 
of a citizen’s income so that it may 
be used by him in support of the 
church and of voluntary institutions 
whose founding, development, and 
support have been inspired by the 
church, and whose functions are es- 
sential in a democracy. It is further 
evidence of the recognition in our po- 
litical life of the principle of the 
separation of church and state; a 
recognition by the latter of certain 
rights, privileges, and community re- 
sponsibilities of the former; and un- 
derstanding and appreciation of serv- 
ices rendered by it, which have been, 
and still are, of immeasurable and in- 
dispensable benefit to the state in 
producing and developing citizenship 
of a type in which democracy can 
grow and flourish.” 


The ULCA's Resolution 
The resolution and preamble adopted 
at our Minneapolis Convention reads: 
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“Whereas, the simplified form of re- 
turn provided for reports on 1945 in- 
come, makes provision for a blanket 
deduction of 10 per cent to cover inter- 
est, taxes, and gifts to church and char- 
ity, whether such gifts have or have 
not been made; i 

“Resolved, that, in view of the fore- 
going Statement of Principle, the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
protests against the use of any form of 
income tax return which does not make 
provision for the exemption from taxa- 
tion of gifts up to 15 per cent of taxable 
income, and protests against a nominal 
exemption for such gifts.” 

* * * 

A noted tax expert has prepared the 

following paragraphs: 


We want to remind readers of the 
new income tax procedure. Three 
methods of filing tax returns are 
available: 

1. Allowing the collector to compute 
the tax. 

2. Filing a tax return, but employ- 
ing the tax table on the return to 
ascertain the tax. 

3. ACTUALLY COMPUTING THE 
TAX, not using the tax table. 

In these methods a standard deduc- ‘]. 
tion of the lesser of 10 per cent of in- 
come or $500 is permitted, in lieu of 


all allowable deductions, viz., gifts to 


church and charity, taxes, interest, 
medical expenses, etc., which need not 
be substantiated. If, however, the 
actual allowable deductions exceed the 
lesser of 10 per cent of income or $500 
these deductions may be taken in full. 
All that is necessary is that Method 3 
above be used. This will require little 
additional effort and results in secur- 
ing the entitled deduction. By this 
method, the entire church and charity 
contribution up to 15 per cent of in- 
come is obtained. 
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The suggestions are made not only in 
order that supporters of the church and 
charities may receive full credit in their 
income tax returns, but also as an in- 
dication to the taxing authorities that 


use of the simplified form often works 
an injustice upon them and represents 
an unfair allowance to those who give 
nothing or very little for benevolence 
causes in church or country. 


Foreign Wission Board Elects Officers 


By General Secretary EDWIN MOLL 


Av its meeting in Baltimore, Md., 
November 8 and 9, following the con- 
vention of the ULCA, the Board of 
Foreign Missions elected the Rev. Dr. 
Abdel Ross Wentz of Gettysburg to the 
presidency. As vice-president the Rev. 
Dr. Joseph D. Baker, York, was chosen. 
Mr. Ernest F. Proffen was named to 
the treasurership. Secretary M. Edwin 
Thomas, D.D., continues in the office of 
recording secretary. 

One vacancy on the staff of secre- 
taries was filled with the election of the 
Rev. Dr. Fred J. Fiedler of Reading, 
Pa., whose primary duties will be in 
the departments of Literature and Vis- 
ual education. One other vacancy re- 
mains to be filled. 


New Missionaries 

The following new missionaries were 
approved: Mr. Albert Alsop and Mr. 
Leven Spath of Western Theological 
Seminary, Fremont, Nebr., for Argen- 
tina. Mr. Alsop is single; Mr. Spath is 
married and has one child. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Earl Guequierre 
of St. Paul, Minn. They have two chil- 
dren. 
| The Rev. Donald Wilson (single) of 
the Philadelphia Seminary for Japan. 

The Rev. Douglas Erickson (single) 
of Northwestern Theological Seminary, 
Minneapolis, Minn., for China. The Rev. 
Roger Singer, assistant pastor of Christ 
Church, Baltimore, Md. He is married 
and has one child. 

The Rev. Wallace Wolff, Hooper, 
Nebr., for British Guiana. He is mar- 
ried and has one child. 
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China and Japan 


September 12 and 13 a conference of 
our repatriated Japan missionaries, the 
secretaries, and several Board mem- 
bers was held in Baltimore to plan 
strategies and programs for work in 
post-war Japan. A similar conference 
to plan for China was held November 
6 and 7. Both conferences submitted 
definite proposals, the substance of 
which is that “there will be an un- 
precedented opportunity for mission- 
ary work in Japan in the post-war 
world,’ and that the Board should 
vigorously recruit missionaries and set 
aside moneys for the rehabilitation and 
expansion of our work not only in 
China but also in Japan. These pro- 
posals will be given further and pray- 
erful study by the Board at its next 
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meeting. In the meantime the Board 
indicated its attitude by approving two 
new missionaries for China and one for 
Japan. Pending the day when the doors 
to these two fields will again be opened 
the newly-called missionaries will re- 
ceive specialized training here in the 
United States. The Board earmarked 
$30,000 for Japan and $60,000 for China. 


British Guiana 

It was voted that Robert Beharry (a 
Guianese of East Indian extraction and 
at present deputy master of a school 
in British Guiana) be brought to the 
United States for three years to study 
at one of our colleges for the B.A. de- 
gree, taking such courses as will en- 
able him to direct the educational pro- 
gram of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in British Guiana. 


Special Gift 

During the quarter the Board re- 
ceived from one individual two special 
gifts—one of $11,000 and another of 
$18,000. Previously from the same 
source $6,000 was received, making a 
total to date of $35,000. Further amounts 
have been promised. In due time the 
name of the generous donor will be 
revealed together with the total amount 
contributed. 


Linguist for Liberia 

July 27 the Board approved the pro- 
vision, of a linguist for work in Liberia, 
the translating and printing of the 
Scriptures in the chief vernaculars of 
Liberia, the promotion of literacy, the 
preparation and publication of Chris- 
tian literature, etc. The literature sec- 
retary reported that considerable prog- 
ress had been made and that the pros- 
pect. of securing a linguist is bright. 
The Executive Committee was in- 
structed to make further investigations. 


Literature 


It was voted “that a copy of ‘A War- 
time Statement of the Board of For- 
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eign Missions to the Church at Home 
and Overseas’ and the pictorial bro- 
chure, ‘The Foreign Missions of the 
ULCA,’ be sent gratis to pastors with a 
letter offering the pastors gratis copies 
for distribution in their congregations.” 
These pamphlets will be included in 
the packet containing material for “The. 
Forward Movement in Missions” to be™ 
launched in Foreign Mission Time, 
which is January 1945. 

The Rev. George Flora, missionary 
in ‘Liberia, has written a booklet on our- 
mission in Liberia. The Board approved 
its publication. It will be made avail-— 
able to the Church as early as possible. | 

Two volumes of material from the 
works of Luther and Melanchthon will 
be published in the Chinese language. 
Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz will make the 
selections. This is part of “a project of - 
the Nanking Theological Seminary to 
put into Chinese a series of some fifty 
volumes of the greatest Christian clas- 
sics from apostolic times down to the 
present.” The Board made the neces- 
sary appropriation. 


Secretary Moll to Visit Liberia 


The Board instructed Secretary Ed- 
win Moll to visit our Mission in Liberia. 


‘He expects to leave in January and will 


be accompanied by either the Rev. 


W. P. Gerberding or M. P. Moller, Jr, 


An Un-American Marriage 
(Concluded from page 11) 


Any other solution would not be easy 
and could not be accomplished in any 
brief period of time. It would require 
the building of a common faith through 
a better understanding of God’s word. 
It would be a religion born of God’s 
spirit and God’s truth, but it could be 


brought about only through study and 


prayer. But it would mean a faith that 
would unite them, and their family, and 
make a marriage truly blessed of God. 


{Reprinted by permission of The Christian 
Century and Pastor Lotz.] 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


JUDGE NOT 

Read I Corinthians 4: 3-5; Matthew 11: 
2-6, 16-19. 

To form opinions, one must choose, 
judge. But to judge hastily or rashly, 
with biased mind and without sufficient 
data, is to play havoc with justice. Leave 
judgment to the Judge all-righteous! 


John came neither eating nor drinking, 
and they say, He hath a demon. Matthew 
11: 18. 

LIBERALS CRITICIZE THE PURITANIC. 
Long-haired, bare-headed fanatics may 
ape the manner of the ancient prophets 
and may preach a stern message—but 
a true John the Baptist is no crank. 
The man of the wilderness wore rough 
clothing and lived on locusts and wild 
honey, but he was “a voice crying” to 
a sinful world, “Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord!” Do not criticize the ascetic, 
if he is sincere and preaches an evan- 
gelical message. We need more strict- 
ness of life, purity and holy zeal today. 


The Son of man came eating and drink- 
ing, and they say, Behold, a gluttonous 
man and a winebibber, a friend of pub- 
licans and sinners! Matthew 11:19. 

THE PurITANIC CONDEMN THE BROAD- 
MINDED. In religion the pendulum often 
swings from one extreme to the other. 
An emotionalist may become an ardent 
high-churchman—and vice versa. Be- 
cause of His broadmindedness and un- 
limited sympathy Jesus was dubbed a 
/radical. Whatever you say or do, you 
will be criticized. Obey your con- 
science, as guided by Bible precepts 
and the Holy Spirit—and leave judg- 
ment to “the Son of Man.” 


With me it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged of you, or of man’s judg- 
ment. I Corinthians 4: 3. 

“SMatL” Criticisms SHOULD BE 
Icnorep. A net of criticisms has been 
steadily drawn around Chiang Kai- 
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shek after seven years of struggling 
against Japanese aggression, Com- 
munist machinations, political jeal- 
ousies, economic handicaps and discon- 
tent of the suffering masses. But he 
maintains a seeming disregard of crit- 
icism—with Oriental composure and 
with faith in God. St. Paul so dis- 
dained calumny, trusting in the Omni- 
potent. And so let us. 


Judge not, and ye shall not be judged. 
Luke 6: 37. 

Tse Mercirun Recetve Money. “With 
what measure ye mete it shall be meas- 
ured to you again”—whether in weigh- 
ing groceries or words. In perfect bal- 
ance are the scales of justice. To mis- 
judge others and to trade false rumors 
is to throw a boomerang which will re- 
turn to plague the offender. Be sure 
your judgments are free from poison 
and your words are winged with help- 
fulness and cheer so that when they 
boomerang a blessing will come back. 


For he cometh to judge the earth; he 
will judge the world with righteousness, 
and the people with equity. Psalm 98: 9. 

Justice Witt Trrumpx. An irreligious 
farmer planted, cultivated and har- 
vested a special field on Sundays, then 
boasted that it produced more per acre 
than any other tract. A Christian ed- 
itor commented: “God does not always 
settle His accounts in October.” Church 
registers contain names of many who 
are outstandingly successful but noto- 
viously crooked. God’s “book of life” 
will tell the full story, and Christ at 
the end of the years will “judge the 
world with righteousness.” 


Dear Lorp, Help us to love Thee 
more and to serve Thee better. Help 
us to be less concerned about what 
others think of us and more about what 
they think of Christ as Saviour. Amen. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 


Words Implying the Rising and Setting Sun occur in 
Life and Literature 


By ELMER SCHULTZ GERHARD 


Typical of the Orient are the Pyramids and Desert Travel 


Two of the most suggestive and com- 
prehensive words in life and literature, 
metaphorically speaking, are the words 
orient and occident. No two other words 
have a connotation so significant, in- 
spiring, and extensive; and the more 
one reflects on them as typifying -the 
course of life’s journey, with all its 
allurements and disappoinimenis, the 
more significant does their connotation 
become. 

Both words are of Latin origin; the 
first is derived from orior: to rise, to 
spring forth, to arise. From this word 
we eventually get ortus solis meaning 
sunrise, and finally orient. Orient then 
comes to mean the land, or the region, 
where the sun rises. Thus we speak of 
the Orientals as the people of the Far 


East, and of oriental rugs and spices,~ 


and of the fabulous riches of the East. 

This opulence of the Orientals is ex-' 

pressed very sraphically by Milton in 

the opening lines of Book IT of “Para- 
dise Lost”— 

“High on a throne of royal state, which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous east with richest 

hand 
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Showers on her kings Barbaric pearl and 


Down through the centuries the 


culture of the East has in some way or 
other touched and influenced the West. 
Persian looms enabled Constantinople 
to shine in splendor. Today the Oc- 
cident prides itself on the possession of 
these oriental rugs and tapestries whose 
beauty of design and coloring it is not 
able to reproduce. Oriental art, archi- 


tecture, chivalry, ete—transformed, of 


course—have influenced the Occident’s 
own civilization and thought very in- 
timately. The immortal fables of the 
East have made their way westward, 
for “Westward the course of empire 
takes its way.” The children of today 
are brought up on the “Arabian 
Nights.” In innumerable and unac- 
knowledged ways the Orient has taught 
the Occident. Oriental feeling may still 
be preserved, but in occidental form. 
The word occident is derived from 


occido: to fall, to be cut down, or fall — 


as in battle. The Romans always spoke 


of the sun as falling and not as setting. © 
Anyone can observe this phenomenon 
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out in the open country where there is 
a clear skyline, or horizon. The sun, 
when within measurable distance from 
the horizon, can actually be seen drop- 
ping from sight. From this word we get 
occasus solis meaning sunset, and 
eventually occident. 


In Common Usage 
In an unknown land, or region, or in 
a strange place, one occasionally finds 


_it necessary to orient one’s self, i.e., to 


direct one’s face toward sunrise and 
thereby fix the remaining points of the 
compass in the sky. In ancient times 
people had no contrivance to indicate 
direction, for the compass was not in- 
vented prior to the thirteenth century. 
Just as you may be directed to face 
sunrise to get your bearings geograph- 


_ ically, so in a figurative sense you may 


be directed to face the Orient, the 
‘source of light, of information, of en- 
lightenment, and get your bearings 
mentally. If you do not know, go way 
down East and get informed; in plain 
unvarnished language, “go way back 
and sit down” and get adjusted to first 
principles, recognized facts and truths 
—get oriented! 

The Orient, then, symbolizes the light 
of the world, the beginning and the 
origin of things, the starting point in the 
journey of life, while the Occident sym- 
bolizes the end, the terminus. The lat- 
ter ever fosters a spirit of adventure, 
of speculation, and, most of all, a feel- 
ing of uncertainty; it is ever the land of 
the unknown—the Undiscovered Coun- 
try. There goes with it a feeling of 
allurement and of romance, and, min- 
gled with it all, a sense of dread: 


Br se shits} Could we but know 

The land that ends our dark, uncertain 
travel, 

Where lie those happier hills and meadows 
low, 

Ah, if beyond the spirit’s inmost cavil, 

Aught of that country could we surely 
know, 

Who would not go!” 
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The ancients thought of the earth as 
flat, shaped like a disc, or plate, which 
they called orbis terrae: the circle of 
land surrounded by the ever-flowing 
stream, Oceanus. Beyond this was a 
bottomless depth where deep called 
unto deep. It was against the taking of 
this “horrible plunge” that the “wise 
men” of his day cautioned Columbus 
when he decided to sail west in order 
to get to the east. Ever since the morn- 
ing stars first sang together have these 
two points in the heavens stood as the 
guideposts on life’s journey, the one 
marking the beginning and the other 
the end of the trek. The word orient 
has thus become the poetic term for 
east, and occident for west. 


Out of the East 


Have you ever stopped to think of all 
the fond hopes and eager anticipations 
and the longings that cluster around 
the word orient? How in life and in 
literature everywhere all the cherished 
hopes, the dawn of a new day, of anew 
world, of a new life well up in aspira- 
tion at sunrise? And how on the other 
hand all the forlorn hope, the unful- 
filled promises and expectations, the 
loss of friends and health, down-trod- 
den ambition, and disappointments and 
secret sorrows go down in desperation, 
or despair, as it were, at sunset, never 
to rise again? The risen sun is always 
a new sun. 

What a happy thought and practice it 
was that the headstones marking the 
hallowed spots that cause a swelling of 
the turf in many of God's acres of old, 
were set to face the east. In some in- 
stances they were even set crosswise 
over the burial ground in order to se- 
cure this arrangement. These markers 
set thus to face the orient, the source 
of light, of hope and of life would re- 
mind us of Christian fortitude and a 
sublime faith in God. “The Christians 
always turned the feet of the corpses 
to the east and the head to the west, so 
that they might be ready to meet the 
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Lord whom the ancients did believe 
would appear in the oriental part of 
heaven.” (Durand—Popular Antiquity.) 
No one has expressed this feeling more 
simply, more sincerely and sublimely 
than Whittier in one of the many noble 
passages in “Snow-Bound’— 


“Alas for him who never sees 

The stars shine through his cypress trees! 
Who, hopeless, lays his dead away, 

Nor looks to see the breaking day 
Across the mournful marbles play! 
Who hath not learned, in hours of faith, 
The truth to sense and flesh unknown, 
That Life is ever Lord of Death, 

And Love can never lose its own!” 


Life has always been pictured as a 
journey, and that on a tempestuous sea: 


“Humble voyagers are we 
O’er life’s dim, unsounded sea.” 


It begins in the early dawn of the 
morning and ends with the going down 
of the sun—a day’s journey. Even the 
untutored Indian—pagan though he 
was—saw the Great Spirit in clouds; 
simple Nature gave to his hope a hum- 
bler heaven beyond the cloud-topped 
hills. He located his Happy Hunting 
Grounds in the illimitable West. Hia- 
watha launched his birch canoe and 
pushed it westward, toward the Undis- 
covered Country, and drifted slowly 
into the glory of the 
sunset, into the 27 vy, 
purple mists of eve- Rage: 
ning. What a de- 
light and consola- 
tion do mortal ears 
find in Tennyson’s 
Crossing the Bar, 
which is “but a 
prelude to the 
larger music of im- 
mortality.’? The 
“Boys” who did 
not return from the 
first Great War 
were said to have 
gone west; they 
shall return from 


A Symbol of Pioneer Days in the West 


the east. The Wise Men of the Orient 
saw the Star of a new world, of hope, 
and of a new life in the east. Our hopes 
and aspirations must ever be with the 
living. 


"Heaven's Morning Breaks" 

The literature of all Christian, God- 
fearing people is replete with meta- — 
phorical allusions to the East and the 
West. Many old, familiar, inspiring 
hymns, such as grip one’s soul, are 
filled with this beautiful thought. Prob- — 
ably the most comforting, inspiring 
hymn on this theme, one destined to ~ 
move thousands and to fall upon them 
like a benediction as long as the soul 
shall turn to its Maker for help and 
comfort, is Henry Frances Lyte’s 
matchless composition, “Abide with 
Me.” It contains the two points in life’s - 
journey; the traveler has reached the 
end of the trek, for “fast falls the even 
tide” and Life’s little day is “ebbing to 
a close”; and then how glorious the 
sunrise when “Heaven’s morning 
breaks!” 

And so the trek goes on, for 


“Life runs on, the road grows strange 
With faces new, and near the end 

The milestones into headstones change; 
*Neath every one we find a friend.” 


Nor does the trek, 
end at the rim of 
orbis terrae; it 
keeps on moving 
from east to west, 
and from west to 
east; for this whole 
universe and all 
that is in it moves 
in circles. For a 
while the East gave 
to the West. Now 
the West must 
teach the East the 
sacredness of life, 
the worth and dig- 
nity of manhood 
and womanhood. 
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HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


A NATURAL REACTION 


@ I have a son who is sixteen years old. 
His mother died when he was five, and he 
has been brought up by his aunt, who has 
been very good to him; though I think she 
has been too much concerned about his 
manners and his way of dressing. Harry 
is a wonderful athlete. He played a great 
game on the academy football team a year 
ago, and has done a fine job in both foot- 
ball and basketball this year in the school 
where he is now studying. He has good 
ability and has done better than average 
scholastic work. He reads a great deal and 
prefers good books. He has the making of 
a great athlete in his college days which 
lie ahead, if he only realizes it. I had him 
transferred from —— Academy this year 
because I believed he would have a better 
chance to develop his athletic abilities. 
There is one thing about him, however, 
which I do not like. He started writing 
poetry when he was at the academy, and 
since he has come to the other school, in- 
stead of taking a greater interest in ath- 
letics, he is putting in more and more time 
writing poetry, which doesn’t amount to 
anything (a fact which he doesn’t seem to 
realize). I have tried in every way to 
break this up, but he only gets angry, 
argues, and declares that he will do what 
he wants. 

I am paying for his education, and I 
think he ought to do what I want. How 
can he be brought around to common 
sense? 

Iv is important that parents realize 
that their children are not duplicates of 
themselves. The constitution of every 
individual is a new combination of 
traits drawn from all of his ancestry. 
Duplication of individuals is a biological 
impossibility. It must not be assumed, 
therefore, that a son is simply another 
edition of the father (or of the mother). 
Furthermore, it is impossible that the 
environmental influences of the two 
could be the same. So the son is nat- 
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urally very different from the parents, 
despite all their likenesses. He has his 
own capacities, inclinations, prefer- 
ences, weaknesses, strengths, and as- 
pirations. All of these must be re- 
spected. 

The reaction of your son to your at- 
tempts to push him further into ath- 
letics and your efforts to kill his inter- 
est in poetry is altogether natural. He 
feels that you are invading his soul 
and violating the sanctity of his per- 
sonality. Even though you are paying 
his expenses, you do not own his soul. 
Guidance and counseling are needed; 
but after all has been done an indi- 
vidual must be left free to choose his 
course. Coercion is not in order. If 
there are directions in which you wish 
to see the young man progress, encour- 
age him for the progress which he has 
already made, but do not try to push 
him faster than reasonable, and do not 
try to force him in any direction. 

You may be right or you may be 
wrong in your estimate of Harry’s 
poetry. He may be headed toward the 
production of some fine poetical work. 
But it is more likely that he is simply 
passing through a period of interest in 
composing poems or jingles and that in 
a few years no more will be heard of 
this interest. That has been the experi- 
ence of many boys and girls. 

It is fine to see boys and girls develop 
their bodies through athletics. But there 
is no point to over-emphasis. In our 
day there has been, in some quarters, 
an exaggeration of the worth of inter- 
school athletics, which actually has lit- 
tle or no connection with education. An 
intra-mural scheme is more likely to 
yield the finer results. And then it 
should be remembered that it is just 
one part of an individual’s development. 
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MUSINGS OF 


A MINISTER'S WIFE. 


EVENING INTERLUDE—Mark Lathrop Steps Out 


I’p BEEN watching for Jerry to bring 
Mark back from the doctor’s. They 
seemed to have been gone a long time 
—but the office is always full nowadays. 
They probably had quite a collection 
of ailments ahead of them. 

Outside, the darkness glittered where 
the street lights touched it. The glass 
was cold against my cheek. I drew back 
from the window with a surge of grat- 
itude for the warmth and comfort of 
my home. 2 

The fragrance of our supper still 
lingered in the air. Funny how kitchen 
odors can disgust you in a strange 
house, while, if you have enjoyed the 
dinner, they continue the pleasure into 
the evening. I'd hate to have a house 
that smelled of stale cooking; but pre- 
serve me from one with no odors but 
soap and furniture polish. 

I picked up the paper again. The 
headlines were a scream of pain from a 
wounded world.. With a guilty feeling 
of relief, I turned to the “women’s 
page.” If it would help to end the war, 
I would read every last detail I'd take 
into my mind each bit of horror. But 
since I can’t help, I let some of it roll 
of. A sort of self-defense, I guess. 

I wondered how many times in the 
past few years I’d heard people say, 
“You can stand it so much better if you 
are doing something about it!” And of 
course I know that I am “doing some- 


thing about it.” On the home front as a- 


mother, a member of the community, 
and a church member, I am “essential. 
It’s just that now and then I have to 
remind myself of the fact. 

Suggestions for holiday decorations 
were something I could cope with— 
perhaps. Still the bit on a Santa Claus 
sleigh that turned into an ash tray after 
the holidays sounded a little far- 
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fetched. I could only hope Mark | 
wouldn’t see it. He has certainly had 
more energy than common sense since | 
he’s been laid up with this broken leg. | 
At first he was satisfied to work on 
model planes in his room. Then he 
wanted to be helped to his work bench - 
in the cellar. Goodness knows what 
he’s been making down there. Jerry’s 
been bringing in lumber, but they are 
both as “mum” as a pair of army intel- © 
ligence officers. | 

“Are these right, Mother? I know 
you'll tell me to prove them and see, 
but that takes so long and you can tell 
by just looking.” Joan perched on the 
arm of my chair, holding the paper be- 
fore my unwilling gaze. 

“You know this isn’t according to 
rules, but just because I think you’re a 
fairly nice child—let’s see. Mercy, what 
big numbers these are!” 

““The better to figure the national 
debt, my dear.’ That’s what my teacher 
always says. What is the national debt 
anyhow?” 

“Oh, I don’t know. A good many 
billion, I guess.” 

“I don’t mean ‘how much.’ I mean, 
‘what is it?’ I don’t even know what a 
national debt is.” She turned to look 
at me directly. “Do you know what it 
is?” Y 
“Certainly. It means the money the 
government owes to people.” 

“What people?” 

The ringing of the telephone saved 
me from answering that one in detail. 
I smiled to think that the telephone is 
often a welcome interruption. 

Mrs. Haines was on the other end of 
the wire. 

“Just calling to ask whether I can 
go with you to the meeting next week. 
Some woman I never heard of called 
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me up to say she’s on the membership 
committee and since I joined the church 
she’s supposed to ask me to come to the 
meeting. I just thought that if you 
didn’t mind too much, I’d rather go 
with you. She sounded sort of as though 
she was doing her duty, and I didn’t 
want anyone to think they had to put 
themselves out for me.” 

“T’ll be delighted to have you go with 
me. The meeting is at two o’clock. If 
you start out about quarter of, I'll be 
looking for you and we can go over 
together. That way we'll have a chance 
to visit with a few of the women be- 
fore the program begins.” 

“That would be fine. I like the wom- 
en I’ve met at the church. I didn’t 
think much about that part of it when 
I decided to join the church. My hus- 
band and I had begun to feel we’d like 
to start going to church, and Sandra 
has been so happy in your church, we 
thought we might go with her. We 
didn’t think much about the other peo- 
ple, to tell you the truth. But do you 
know, I like them!” 

She sounded so amazed, I had to 
laugh into the phone. “Didn’t you ex- 
pect to?” 

“T didn’t expect anything! That’s just 
what I mean. We came to the church 
because we wanted a church. We both 
had to learn a lot about the service 
and all that, but we just felt it meant 
something to us. But now we find so 
many people who never paid any at- 
tention to us are just lovely. Not that 
they were ever not nice, you under- 
stand, it was just that since we have 
| joined, they are sort of extra kind.” 

I knew she was trying to define that 
thing which few people have success- 
fully defined, Christian fellowship. It’s 
been a factor in the Christian church 
always; but as Mrs. Haines was trying 
in a somewhat involved way to tell me, 
it has always been a by-product. I 
thought of the effort that is often wasted 
trying to create out of the whole cloth 
something that cannot be created. 
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“Well, don’t forget that I'll be watch- 
ing for you. I suppose the woman who 
called you told you we're having our- 
Christmas party. We bring gifts of food 
or clothing for the Inner Mission So- 
ciety. You can bring something if you 
like; but if you’d rather wait until you 
know a little more about the work they 
do, that’s perfectly all right.” 

That unleashed a flood of questions 
about the Inner Mission Society, the 
work the women of our congregation 
do, women’s work in general, and a 
whole catalogue of allied subjects of 
concern in these modern days. 

In the living room, Joan sighed, then 
picked up the book she brought from 
the library yesterday. By the time my 
conversation ended, the national debt 
was forgotten—in the Lathrop house- 
hold, at least. 

After a hasty glance out the window 
had assured me that my “men folks” 
were not in sight, I got out the skating 
cap I’m knitting for Mark for Christ- 
mas. I bought the wool before Mark 
hurt his leg, but it’s been hard to get 
much done with him around the house 
all the time. 

“You going to knit?” Joan exclaimed. 
‘Yll knit too!” 

The sound of tires crunching the 
frozen slush in the gutter in front of 
the house stopped her in her tracks. 
“There they are.” 

I slid the wool and needles back in 
my knitting bag. Side by side, we 
pressed our noses to the glass. “Careful 
of the curtains, Joan. I don’t want to 
wash and iron these again before 
Christmas.” 

“Look! Daddy’s bringing two boys. 
Who’s the one without the cast?” 

With remarkable speed for an in- 
valid, Mark was on the porch and 
through the front door. 

“Yippee! I can go to school Monday. 
Dad must take me and I mustn’t get 
bumped or anything; but I can go. 
Tommy’s going to help me catch up 
with my home work. Yippee!” 
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Pape the Dosh 


TureE of the four collects which our 
Common Service liturgy makes avail- 
able for Advent’s Sundays begin with 
the words “Stir up.” We speak only for 
ourselves, but we confess that the as- 
sociations of the word “stir” in its sec- 
ular uses make it at first sight incon- 
gruous with Christian prayer. 

However, the definition of the word 
as it is found in a comprehensive dic- 
tionary considerably modifies the im- 
pulse to be critical. It happens also that 
the Latin word which is the original of 
the prayer is a verb which has been 
almost literally transferred to our Eng- 
lish language. It is Excita, from which 
we derive our verb, excite. But it is not 


a form of emotion which is sought, but _ 


the excitation of energy toward a de- 
termined purpose. In the collect for 
next Sunday, the objective is the im- 
partation of divine power to the in- 
active hearts of men and women so that 
they may be ready for the entrance of 
Jesus and His gifts of grace into their 
lives. In each of the .Advent collects 
there is the petition for this energy of 
the kingdom of God to be made avail- 
able. 


A USEFUL FUND 


Members individually and congrega- 
tions collectively should not neglect at- 
tention to one annual opportunity to do 
good; we have in mind an offering in 
Advent which goes into the treasury of 
the Board of Ministerial Pensions and 
Relief. The gifts received are not 
absorbed into the fund from which pen- 
sions are paid; they are applied exclu- 
sively to the second objective of this 
agency, namely, Relief. 

In answer to a direct inquiry ad- 
dressed to Executive Secretary Harry 
Hodges, Toe Luturran was told of the 
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emergency situations for which sums 
of money are needed. Accidents ancl 
unexpected combination of circum- 
stances arise from which the way of 
escape is via money. Medical relief 
which requires an operation or which 
must be extended over a prolonged 
period of illness comes to aged persons: 
and is taken care of financially. In- 
stances may arise in which this fund 
provides the expenses of Christian 
burial. There is also a Christmas gift, 
an annual expression of the esteem in 
which the church’s elder: pastors or 
their widows are the participants. 


SISTERS IN MUTUAL ENDEAVOR 


It was Kipling whose keen observa- 
tion of human nature led him to write 
the lines— 


“Mrs. O’Grady and the colonel’s lady 
Are sisters under the skin.” 


Now neither of these estimable 
women is in our mind for these para- 
graphs. The kinship on which we de- 
sire to comment is not between persons 
or ranks but between institutions. Very 
important institutions, it will be ad- 
mitted. Both function by divine or- 
dinance, and to both God has given re- 
lationships important to human func- 
tioning. We refer to those primary or- 
ganisms jof the social structure, the 
church and the state. Between them 
jealousy’ should not exist. 

Both these institutions have been “in 
our midst” for many centuries. They 
have been in sharp ‘controversy with 
each other, and one would expect the 
field and the prerogatives of each to 
have been sharply and definitely estab- 
lished. But such is not the case, as THE 
LutTuErRAN recently, and to its surprise, 
discovered when report of the action 
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of a Philadelphia storekeeper relative 
to doing business on “the first day of 
the week commonly called Sunday” 
evoked a mildly criticizing response, 
based on one of Paul’s cautions to the 
Colossian believers and complemented 
by references to the teaching of Lu- 
ther’s Large and Small Catechisms. 
The New Testament excerpt was cited 
as nullifying the Christian’s obligation 
to observe Sunday in a particular way. 
Paul’s declaration (Colossians 2: 16) 
-reads: “Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat, or in drink, or in respect 
of an holy day, or of the new moon, or 
of the Sabbath days; which are a sha- 
dow of things to come; but the body 
is of Christ.” 

Luther’s words which were quoted 
are his explanation of the third com- 
mandment, “Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy,” as it is found in 
the Small Catechism. “We should so 
fear and love God as not to despise His 
Word and the teaching of the Gospel, 
but deem it holy and willingly hear and 
learn it.” 

No one who accepts the teachings of 
the Apostle Paul and appraises cor- 
rectly the divine inspiration by which 
he was guarded against errors, will 
minimize the force of the words above 
quoted from one of his epistles. But 
the context amply shows that the Apos- 
tle had found cause to emphasize the 
completeness of our Lord’s atonement 
for the world’s sin: the symbolism of 
Hebraism was replaced with reality. In 
particular, that maze of complicated 
rites and regulations to which Pharisees 
and other teachers have ascribed merit 
was declared null and void. But Paul 
did not advocate discontinuance of spe- 
cial use for the seventh day nor cease 
to go to the synagogue until he was 
driven away from its opportunities to 
pray and to read, to hear and to ex- 
pound the Word of God. 

As for Luther, the significance of his 
definition of the third commandment is 
amply furnished by observing that he 
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advocated the restoration of the Gospel 
to the place in which it belongs in the 
Christian’s life and worship, and the 
discontinuance of what had become a 
vicious device of the church and its 
hierarchy to substitute for the true 
means of divine grace the so-called un- 
bloody sacrifice of Christ in the mass. 
But he did not suggest that all distinc- 
tions among the days of the week 
should be ended and Sunday secular- 
ized. The Lutheran Church has never 
been the champion of those extreme 
regulations which we call Blue Laws, 
nor are we Sabbatarians in the tech- 
nical sense of that term. 

On the contrary, we accept in letter 
and spirit the discontinuance of cere- 
monial and symbolic regard for the 
Sabbath Day, yet for good and sufficient 
reasons we recognize Sunday as the 
Lord’s Day. While fully endorsing the 
action of the Protestant Reformation, 
which restored God’s Word and the 
Gospel to complete priority in matters 
affecting salvation, and to the place in 
worship which the heresies of the Ro- 
man mass had usurped, we have not 
deprived the state of its right to protect 
citizens in the exercise of religion. We 
recognize the stabilizing, spiritualizing 
effects of setting apart the first day of 
the week for community worship. The 
usefulness of a periodic day of rest has 
ample biological, economic, and social 
proofs. Orderly community life would 
speedily become chaos, were secular 
authority deprived of the jurisdiction 
by which goodness is encouraged and 
badness restrained. 

Obscuring the divinely endowed 
rights of “the powers that be” by over- 
emphasis on a single verse of Scripture 
and one item of the Reformation’s 
teachings concerning the Lord’s Day is 
fair neither to Paul nor to Luther. In 
at least some instances, the so-called 
Lutheran poéition has supplied a shelter 
for those who insist for selfish reasons 
on violating the efforts of good citizens 
in behalf of higher moral conduct. 
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THE. CHURCH SCHOOL LESSON 


Earth’s Greatest Birthday fy Nathan 72. Melhorn 


The Son of God Joins Humanity and Divinity in His Person 
Luke 2: 8-12; Hebrews |: 1-4; | John I: 1-4. Sunday School Lesson for December 24 


Sr. Luxe—by his calling a medical doctor and perhaps in that capacity the physician 
whom St. Paul consulted—had a friend. He might have been a patient, to prescribe for 
whose physical relief the doctor was summoned. Of this much we can be certain: their 
association developed into one of those all too rare friendships whose joy it is to share 


the most valuable of the possessions of 
each. So when St. Luke gained knowledge 
of and faith in the promises to Jesus 
Christ, he determined to tell this friend, 
Theophilus, what he had learned through 
years of contacts with our Lord’s family, 
his apostles, and his contemporaries, 


By a Hebrew for Hebrews 

From a different standpoint but with the 
same general purpose, a learned convert 
from Judaism to Christianity addressed a 
communication to his contemporaries 
whose kinfolk were Hebrews and who 
himself had been reared in familiarity with 
the laws and traditions of the descendants 
of Abraham. The objective of this writer 
is to examine and test the claims of the 
Christian religion, to declare the Mes- 
sianic realization to be in Him Whose com- 
ing had been foretold by Hebrew prophets 
and whose words and deeds would identify 
Him as the One expected. As the result 
of his examination of Hebrew prophecies 
and symbols, the author of the epistle drew 
the conclusion that Jesus is the Son of God 
—whose incarnation gave reality to the 
fulfillment of the law; who bore the sins 
of the world in His own body; and who, 
at the right hand of God, ever liveth to 
make intercession for those whose sins 
without His intercession would keep them 
forever alienated from God’s blessing. 


Testimony of an Eyewitness 

As if anticipating the assertion that 
neither St. Luke nor the nameless writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews had per- 
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sonally seen or heard Jesus, our New 
Testament includes the testimony of sev- 
eral men who were His actual companions. 
Among these is the beloved Apostle John, 
who in the fourth Gospel and in the in- 
troduction to his First Epistle, definitely 
referred to “That which was from the be- 
ginning, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon and our 
hands have handled, the Word of life.” 


Implications in Revelation 

From such sources we have in our Bible 
the facts that indicate the Messianic suf- 
ficiency of Jesus the Christ, but the New 
Testament complements such direct evi- 
dence of the infinite natures, personality 
and power of Jesus by evaluating His obe- 
dience to the will of God, Who sent the 
Son into the world to manifest His glory. 
The events at Bethlehem, the annual oc- 
casion of great joy, are super-earthly. 

The miracles of physical relief performed 
by Him, the marvels of His teaching, and 
the activities of the Christian Church go- 
ing forth in His name into a sin-stricken 
world, point to the eternity which is an 
attribute of His love for believers in Him. 
With prophetic truth, a company of angelic 
messengers sang—“Glory to God in the 
highest: on earth peace, good will to men.” 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


December 18-24 ; 
M. The Saviour Born. Luke 2: 8-12. 

T. God Revealed in Christ. Hebrews 1: 1-4. 
W. Joy in Knowing Christ. I John 1: 1-4. 
Th. Joy in God’s Strength. Psalm 71: 17-24. 
F. Joy in God’s House. Psalm 132: 1-10. 
Sat. The Wise Men Rejoice. Matthew 2: 1-10. 
S. Joy Unspeakable. I Peter 1: 3-9. 
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BOOKS 


Worth a Week's Study 


Evangelism Today. By Samuel Marinus Zwemer. Revell. 125 pages. $1.50. 

Tue author of this book is the well-known missionary and writer, now professor 
emeritus of the History of Religion and Christian Missions, Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary. Anything Dr. Zwemer writes restores the halo of the Gospel if anyone has removed 


it, and makes the halo brilliant again if anyone has allowed it to tarnish. 


(Read his 


Glory of the Manger in preparation for Christmas as another example.) 


In this book the author does the work 
‘of restoration for.evangelism with char- 
acteristic vitality and fervor. He would 
not let the evangelist preach without an 
Evangel! And this is the anomaly of some 
of the present emphasis on evangelism 
which easily becomes a scurrying for 
methods to take people into the organiza- 
tion of the Church without bringing them 
into the Kingdom of God. 

_ After taking the reader through studies 
of Calvary, the Deserted Tomb, and the 
Epistle to the Romans, Dr. Zwemer sets 
‘the preacher and the laymen to the task 
of proclaiming the unsearchable riches of 
_ grace in Christ Jesus with the baptism of 
_ fire. He buttresses his own interpretation 
with choice evangelical quotations from 
the sounder books of today and yesterday. 
It is refreshing to read a man who mingles 
the erudition of the scholar with the mis- 
sionary’s passion for lost souls, too many 
of whom are at home in the unredeemed 
civilization of our times. In the author’s 
wide experience evangelism is the dynamic 
whose immediate profit is the transforma- 
tion of the individual and whose farthest 
reach is the healing of the distraught 
nations. 

It is a small, inexpensive, absorbing 
book, but unusually rewarding and worth 
a week devoted to its study and medita- 
tion. Oscar W. Cartson. 


For Girls Only 


Strictly Confidential. By Alice M. Hustad. 
Augsburg. 102 pages. $1.50. 

Unver this suggestive title many of the 
personal problems of the adolescent girl 
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are presented from an idealistic Christian 
point of view. It is the type of book parents 
and leaders of girls from twelve to twenty 
years of age have been asking for. 

The author, a teacher in the Minneapolis 
public schools, with wide experience in 
counseling girls, explains: “This book is 
designed to meet the needs of girls from 
varied background and environments. It 
is comprehensive enough to challenge 
older adolescent girls, but simple enough 
to make much of it understandable to 
younger girls.” 

In addition to its usefulness as a read- 
ing book, the ten chapters would lend 
themselves easily to discussion topics for 
groups such as the Girl Scouts and or- 
ganized groups of girls in the church. The 
book deals with such important issues as: 
What is personality and how can one ac- 
quire a pleasing personality; the place of 
personal appearance and how to look well- 
groomed; rules for mental health, which 
are a repetition of Christ’s teaching; whole- 
some relations with the opposite sex; the 
problems of freedom and the dangers of 
misdirected and uncontrolled sex urges 
and energies, and many other interesting 
and helpful suggestions for fine adolescent 
living. 

The section, “Books You'll Want to 
Read,” contains suggestions of helpful 
books dealing with problems presented in 
the book. The glossary of well-chosen 
words should prove of help to the younger 
adolescent girl who has little access to 
accurate definitions of terms used through- 
out the book. Winma Supuorr Keyser. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


The Night Before Christmas—Matthew 4:15, 16 . 


Assyrian hordes were ravaging the 
homeland of Isaiah. Even worse than the 
worst of Nazi and Japanese cruelty were 
the common practices of victorious armies 
in those days. There was no world con- 
science against the principle, “To the vic- 
tor belong the spoils.” Lust, greed and 
hate made nothing sacred, nothing safe 
from the bloodthirsty soldiery. Darkness 
alone would symbolize the state of terror 
in which the Israelites lived. It was cap- 
tivity, or worse, for all. 

The prophetic eye of Isaiah could not 
be blinded by the darkness. He saw. by 
faith a day of deliverance dawning. A 
great light was to came to drive away the 
shadows. He comforted his people with 
this premise. But he also pictured the 
coming of the Light of the World. The 
prophecies of the Old Testament are like 
that. They usually portray some great 
divine event for the relief of the times, 
and they foreshadow greater events to 
come in the fulness of the times. 


A Dark Night 

“The Night before Christmas” was a 
dark night. It was dark for Israel. Na- 
tionally, their homeland was under the 
heel of Rome. Whatever of earthly king- 
dom remained for them was ruled over 
by a puppet king, as evil and cruel as 
Ahab. Their national leaders were play- 
ing ball with Rome. They would even 
turn against their own patriots if it seemed 
as though they might disturb relationships 
of appeasement with Rome. It is significant 
of their spineless character that they could 
charge Jesus with~plots against Rome. 
Later they did the same with Paul. Na- 
tional life has gone to its lowest level 
when its leaders will make no venture 
for freedom. 
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4, £imos Sohn Teaver 


Religion was as low as patriotism in — 
Judaea. Formalism had taken the place © 
of reality in prayer, in charity, in life | 
itself. Later, the Babe of Bethlehem was | 
to call the religious leaders of His people 
hypocrites; that is, actors. They were | 
playing a part with no thought of God 
being in the audience. Just so they could © 
fool the people they were satisfied. 

Think of the meaning of religion in your 
life. You bend your knee to a God who 
hears and answers prayer. To Him you 
can go in the simple, trustful confidence 
of a child to his parents. He understands, - 
forgives, comforts, and strengthens. The 
fear of the Lord as taught by Christ is 
not the terror of the unforgiven sinner; 
it is a reverence for Him that grows out 
of love. If you can see the situation in 
which Jesus was born against the back- 
ground of the meaning of Christ in your 
life, you will understand how black was 
“The Night before Christmas.” 


Starlight 

On such a night—black morally and 
spiritually, as it was physically black—_ 
shepherds were tending sheep on the 
Bethlehem hills. Perhaps they were sheep 
destined for temple sacrifices. About the 
only comfort people had in their troubles 
was that they could seek reconciliation 
with God through sacrifices. But to re- 
turn to our shepherds, they were tending’ 
to duty, playing the part of protector and’ 
friend to their sheep. 

The fact that they were lowly shep- 
herds who played leading roles in that 
which was to follow symbolizes the black- 
ness of Israel’s night. No priest or’ 
Pharisee was to see the first light of a new”! 
day. Shepherds—not too clean, dressed im 
rough clothes, their hands calloused and!) 
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their faces weather-beaten—were to wel- 
come first “The Light of the World.” 

The light of a star streamed down upon 
them. Angel voices spoke to them and 
sang to them from the open door of 
heaven. Such light blazed down upon 
them that they were afraid. But they were 
obedient to the heavenly vision and so 
found their way to the manger-cradle of 
Jesus. All that the light did to the dark- 
ness on the hills of Bethlehem, and more, 
Jesus was to do for the darkness of hu- 
man sin. He was that Light which should 
come. 

Candles burning everywhere, lighted 
trees and windows, all these will again 
symbolize the coming of the dawn. If we 
realize their meaning, we will rejoice 
again this Christmas, in spite of the dark- 
ness of war, knowing that the Light will 
yet conquer the dark. 


The Grace-full Light 


There is no power in the night to dispel 
its own darkness. It was no man-invented 
light that shone on Bethlehem’s hills: it 
was a light from heaven. We cannot man- 
age the rising of the sun or the placing of 
a single star in the heavens. Light can 
only come from the source of light. 

The pleasant custom of giving gifts at 
Christmas has back of it a great thought. 
Jesus is a gift of love. The light He 
brings to the world is a gift. It is the 
grace of God that planned it so. Of our- 
selves we could only stumble through life 
blindly without the light He sent. Of 
ourselves we could do nothing. 

SIIAVING: «esi GIVE ¢ «6% 
On the seal of Wittenberg College is a 
hand carrying a torch. Around the edge 
are Greek words meaning, “Having the 
light, give it to others.” Let us be con- 
cerned this Christmas about others who 
walk in darkness. They face the futility 
of life and the fear of death without 
Christ. They feel like helpless twigs 
caught in the currents of life. They are 
without hope. Let us give a thought for 
them as we rejoice in the Light. 
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“The restless millions wait 
The Light whose dawning 
Makes all things new; 
Christ also waits; 
But men are slow and late. 
Have we done what we could? 
Have I? Have you?” 
* * * * 
To Leavers: Topic date, December 24. 
Next topic, “Watch Night Service.” 


Outstanding Speakers Heard 


Tue forty-ninth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Lancaster Conference of the Ministeriwm 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States was 
held November 2 in Christ Church, Lan- 
caster, Pa. The Rev. Charles Kerschmar 
conducted the morning devotions and the 
Rev. G. Martin Ruoss, pastor loci, brought 
greetings. Mrs. H. W. Tyson presided. The 
theme for the convention was, “Serving 
Christ and Country.” 

Mrs. W. Gordon Williams, vice-president 
of the synodical society, extended greet- 
ings and stressed the Triennial Objective. 
Visitors from other conferences were pre- 
sented and greetings were read. The of- 
ficers and departmental secretaries pre- 
sented informative reports. 

The Rev. H. H. Sipes, Ph.D., missionary 
to India, was the speaker at the morning 
session, 

The afternoon devotional service was in 
charge of the Rev. Eldred Stauffer. Mrs. 
Virgil B. Sease, a member of the Parish 
and Church School Board, and Major A. H. 
Abplanalp, U. S. Army chaplain at Indian- 
town Gap, Pa., addressed the convention 
at the afternoon service. 

The Rev. Ernest J. Hoh, president of the 
Lancaster Conference, installed these of- 
ficers: Mrs. W. Lester Koder, president; 
Mrs. H. W. Tyson and Miss Ella King, vice- 
presidents; Mrs. Elmer Curry, recording 
secretary; Mrs. John F. Horting, statis- 
tician; Miss Sarah E. Bitner, treasurer, 

Life Memberships were presented to the 
retiring officers and secretaries. 

‘Mrs. Exmer Curry. 
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Pension Equalization 


Dear Mr. Editor: 

On page 5, column 1, of THe LUTHERAN 
of November 1, 1944, Dr. Ruff states: “On 
the floor of the convention there was a 
determined effort to ‘socialize’ the new 
plan, so that each pastor and congregation 
would pay to the fund in proportion to sal- 
aries paid, but all pastors upon retirement 
would receive the same amount of pen- 
sion ... The action of the convention was 
favorable to a socialized pension.” 

This statement at best is not clear, and 
may be so construed as to be quite erro- 
neous. The following is the resolution that 
was passed by the convention: 

“That this convention go on record that 
all congregation and board contributions 
to the Contributory Pension Plan be equal- 
ized among the beneficiaries after the cost 
of operation, and that the Board of Min- 
isterial Pensions and Relief be instructed 
to prepare an appropriate amendment to 
the Constitution and By-laws of the Con- 
tributory Pension Plan and present it at 
the next regular convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in America.” 

This, Mr. Editor, does not mean that “all 
pastors upon retirement would receive the 
same amount of pensions.” This amend- 
ment does not propose to touch the con- 
tribution made by the pastor himself. He 
will have placed to his credit every dollar 
he contributes without even a charge 
against him for administration. It is the 
contributions of the congregations only (or 
other organizations of the church that the 
pastor may be serving) that will be 
equalized after the cost of administration 
has been deducted.. To illustrate: one pas- 

_ tor receives a salary of $3,000, another re- 
ceives $1,000. At 4 per cent for pensions 
the first pastor contributes $120 a year and 
the second $40. Each receives credit for 
his entire contribution. The congregation 
of the former contributes $120 and the lat- 
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ter $40. The two added together make $160 
and equalized (if there were no adminis- 
tration charges) would mean that each 
pastor received each year a congregational 
addition to his own contribution of $80, so 
that one pastor receives to his credit $200 
and the other $120. That is not leading to 
“the same amount of pension,” but it is 
giving the poorly paid pastor some con- 
sideration for his self-denial during his 
years of service. 

Such “equalization” is not a new prin- 
ciple in the church. It was promised in 
the big endowment campaign of the church 
a number of years ago. It is practiced in 
all the benevolence contributions of the 
church. From the contributions of one con- 
gregation, for example, the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions receives as its percentage 
$250, and from a mission it receives $50. 
That mission receives from the Board $300 
a year. The Church is glad that such 
sharing is possible. Why complain because 
congregations can help each other in a 
similar way in providing “salaries” for re- 
tired pastors? Let us first reach a living 
minimum pension for the poorer pastor 
before the church at large withholds from 
him what she gives to those in better cir- 
cumstances. 

N. Witttson, Chairman, 

Committee on Memorials from Synods. 


More Chaplains Called For 


Capt. M. M. Wirnerspoon (ChC), USN., 
District Chaplain of the Third Naval Dis- 
trict, has been appointed recruiting officer 
for the State of New York in a renewed 
drive to enlist chaplains for the naval serv- 
ice. There is an immediate and urgent 
need for 483 Navy chaplains, Captain 
Witherspoon said. 

Captain Witherspoon’s appointment 
comes from Capt. R. D. Workman (ChC), 
USN, chief of Navy chaplains. 

In illustration of the work done by Navy 
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chaplains, Captain Witherspoon cited a 
letter he received this week from a Sea- 
bee on service in the South Pacific. The 
letter read: 

“Prior to departing from the States, my 
battalion unfortunately lost the services of 
its chaplain. In the heat, the dust, the dirt, 
the smell and the utterly desolate sham- 
bles of what had once been a beautiful, 
palm-studded island, our men were sorely, 
desperately in need of sympathy, guidance 
and advice. Youngsters of teen age, older 
fellows with wives, children and grand- 
children, somehow suddenly discovered the 
need for spiritual advice and prayer. They 


needed a kind and heartening word, a 
sympathetic ear. God seems more real than 
ever, and the need for Him more urgent, 
in these lonely, barren spots in the vast 
Pacific.” : 

Clergymen who wish to aid in meeting 
this spiritual need are urged to call or 
write Captain Witherspoon at Third Naval 
District Headquarters, 90 ‘Church Street, 
New York City-7, N. Y. He can be reached 
by telephone at REctor 2-9100, Extension 
397: 

For enrollment in the Chaplains’ Corps, 
clergymen must be graduates of college 
and seminary and not older than 45. 


Kocky Whoun fain Vlei 


Martin Luter lived in Denver Refor- 
mation Sunday. No routine celebration was 
this, but so excellent the message, the 
music, the spirit, the crowd, that a new 
high was set for such events in this area. 
It was a joint service of the twelve con- 
gregations in the Denver metropolitan area 
affiliated with the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil. It was held in St. Paul’s Church, Elmer 
W. Harner, D.D., pastor. He conducted the 
liturgy and was assisted by the Rev. 
Gabriel Tweet, pastor of the Norwegian 
Church and president of the Denver 
group. It was probably the first time for 
such genuine fellowship, and furthermore, 
it was the laymen of these twelve churches 
who sponsored this joint service. 

The sermon was delivered by Dr. Fred 
C. Wiegman, president of Midland College. 
The Reformer himself could not have 
preached a sermon more to the point, so 
full of the Reformation message, and yet 
so applicable to present needs. It was the 
power of the Reformation brought right 
down to 1944: faith in Christ alone is still 
the need of the hour. 

The fine overtone of this great meeting 
was the superior music by the joint choir 
from the participating churches under the 
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direction of Sgt. Robert Edgren. Never 
more inspiringly sung were Luther’s “A 
Mighty Fortress” and “The Lord’s Prayer.” 


Dr. Wiegman also preached the Refor- 
mation Day sermon at Colorado Springs 
for a similar joint service in the afternoon, 
having been taken there by President 
Albert H. Buhl. 


The day was not neglected by the Mis- 
souri Synod group in Denver, for a great 
mass meeting was held in East High School, 
addressed by Dr. Karl Kurth of St. Louis, 
featured by a pageant and an honoring of 
the men and women in the service of their 
country. 


Pastors of the American Lutheran Con- 
ference in this area followed the Reforma- 
tion Service with a meeting Monday in the 
Washington Park Church, the Rev. L. 
School pastor, when they gave considera- 
tion for one whole session to the question 
of closer junion and co-operation with 
other Lutheran bodies. 


In Interest of Midland College 
President Albert H. Buhl called a meet- 

ing of the pastors of the Rocky Mountain 

Synod November 1 to meet with President 
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Wiegman of Midland College and plan the 
campaign for synod’s participation in the 
$250,000 needed by the college. The con- 
gregations were given the privilege of 
using the best month for their convenience, 
the campaign to close June 30, 1945. 


Student Floyd Schwartz, senior at West- 
ern Theological Seminary, Fremont, Nebr., 
is scheduled to take charge January 1 of 
the newly combined parish of the Pueblo 
and Canon City congregations, In order 
to meet the shortage of pastors, these two 
churches have agreed to be served by one 
pastor. Until he arrives they are being 


supplied by Pastors C. L. Ramme and Wil- 
liam C. Conradi respectively. 


Visitors and delegates to the ULCA con- 
vention in Minneapolis have been assigned 
by President Buhl to the various congre- 
gations to give an account of the proceed- 
ings and bring something of the spirit 
garnered there. This is a great advance 
from the days when the delegates to im- 
portant conventions went and came back 
and nothing more was heard from them. 
Every congregation should have the priv-_ 
ilege of hearing a personal report from 
our conventions. 


G alifornia Siheaad 


Pioneering in Church Work on the West Coast 


WE were privileged recently to be in 
attendance at two uniquely interesting 
meetings: The one a Missionary Pioneer 
Luncheon, sponsored by the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Southern Confer- 
ence, at Bethany Church, Dr. H. I. Kohler 
pastor. The special feature of the lunch- 
eon was appreciative recognition of the 
services of Dr. and Mrs. John E. Hoick and 
Dr. H. J. Weaver, who have served pas- 
torates in California continuously for 46 
and 44 years respectively. 

The other event, the convention of the 
Southern Conference itself, Dr. H. A. 
Anspach, president, November 8-9, in the 
Hollywood Church, Dr. Robert D. Ker- 
stetter pastor. 

Following the lead of the Missionary 
Pioneer Luncheon by the ladies, the men 
went one better: serving an Ordination 
Commemoration Dinner, with Dr. James 
P. Beasom, Jr., president of synod as 
toastmaster. Four men specially were 
-honored for their fifty years in the min- 
istry were Drs. M. J. Bieber—though not 
an enrolled member of synod—completing 
the organization of a mission congregation 
at Altadena in the highlands above Pas- 
adena; J. E. Hoick, chaplain in the Los 
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Angeles and Santa Monica Lutheran hos- 
pitals; W. S. Dysinger—coming to Los 
Angeles in 1916—serving. the English Lu- 
theran Church—and now bringing the 
congregation into full membership in the 
synod; Dr. H. J. Weaver, pastor emeritus 
of St. Luke’s, Huntington Park. ; 

Besides these, four others, younger men 
who have come into the Southern Con- 
ference in recent years, were introduced, 
and several others, older men—older in 
years, and older in the ministry—were not 
forgotten: Drs. C. W. Maggart, ordained 
in 1882; B. L. Westenbarger, ordained ini 
1892; John A. M. Ziegler, ordained in 1877. 

Dr. Maggart is the only living member 
of the original pioneers of synod, having 
entered the synod in 1892, one year after 
its organization. 


Encouraging Progress 

In the short time that Rev. Francis C 
Pryor has served Grace Church, Sante 
Barbara, encouraging progress has beer* 
noted. Unfortunately, Pastor Pryor is—-| 
we trust temporarily—disabled through» 
illmess; and the president of synod hav 
requested Dr. Weaver to see that Santé 
Barbara is cared for. Together with Pas 
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tors Westenbarger and Grossclose he has 
been conducting the services. They all 
report splendid attendance and gratifying 
interest. 

The Synod of California is fortunate in 
having retired pastors such as these, whose 
services as supplies are in demand. 

Grace Church has had a varied history. 
There have been times when it seemed 
that it must be abandoned. :Through all 
the years, however, there has been the 
conviction that a church so advantageously 
located in so attractive a city by the sea, 
founded by men that later became prom- 
inent in the church at large—that such a 
church must survive and eventually prove 
its worthwhileness. 


At long last, the long-time indebtedness 
of $5,000 on Trinity Church, Pasadena, Dr. 
H. A. Anspach pastor, rejoiced in a mort- 
gage burning November 12. President 
Beasom was guest preacher. The congre- 
gation is assured of an additional donation 
of $5,000 for the purchase of a parsonage. 


St. Mark’s Church, Los Angeles, pre- 
sided over in years past by such men as 

the late Dr. Jesse W. Ball and Dr. J. E. 
Hoick, is understood as selling their build- 
ing to the colored people; and planning to 
build at a new location on Crenshaw Bou- 
levard. Dr. John B. Nield is the pastor. 


"Downtown" Church "on the Job" 
Encouraging word has just come to hand 
from the First Church, San Diego, the Rev. 
E, A. Vosseler pastor. They have sur- 
vived a persistent movement to remove 
from the downtown location to a more in- 
viting neighborhood of homes. Under the 
leadership of Pastor Vosseler, the historic 
location—the nearest church to the rail- 
road and bus depots, the Army and Navy 
“Y,” the hotels and Plaza—this church is 
performing a challenging spiritual and so- 
cial service to the many service people, 
transient visitors and defense workers. 
Pastor Vosseler is president of the San 
Diego County Ministerial Association of 
125 members, and is a member of the 
Board of Managers of the Army and Navy 
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“y» He is also secretary of synod. 

Two Sunday morning services are held; 
a special Holy Communion service being 
held at 12.15 each Sunday; 352 persons 
communing at this special service the first 
nine months in 1944; 2,750 men and women 
in ‘uniform attended services during the 
same period. 

The past two years the church has paid 
over 200 percent in benevolences; 305 new 
members have been received in the past 
three years; a full-time parish worker is 
engaged as of January 1, 1945. 


Dr. J. A. McCulloch Retires 


Because of advancing years and failing 
health, J. A. McCulloch, D.D., has resigned 
the pastorate of the Children’s Memorial 
Lutheran Church of Kansas City, Mo., and 
will retire from the active ministry as soon 
as a successor has been secured. He has 
given forty-six years to the work of the 
ministry, the past fifteen in his present 
parish. He has served churches in Salina, 
Kan.; Burlington and Iowa City, Iowa; 
Peabody, Kansas; and Kansas City, 
Missouri. He was for five years super- 
intendent of the Nachusa Lutheran Or- 
phanage, Nachusa, Ill. He served as sec- 
retary of the Synod of Iowa, and president 
of the Iowa and Kansas Synods, and was 
a frequent delegate to the general conven- 
tions of the General Synod and of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. He 
will continue to reside in Kansas City. 

Since Dr. McCulloch came to Children’s 
Memorial Church the active membership 
has increased 90 per cent, a new church 
building has been erected, and major im- 
provements made on the original building, 
which is now used as an educational unit. 
All these building operations have been 
paid for in full, and the mortgage was 
burned November 12. 

The incoming pastor will find a har- 
monious congregation with an attractive 
equipment for efficient service. Dr. Mc- 
Culloch received 253 members into the 
church, baptized 92 children, conducted 107 
funerals and officiated at 62 marriages. 
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Conventions, Special Services, Anniversaries Claim Attention 


THE seventh annual convention of the 
West Penn Conference was held November 
14 in First Church, Chambersburg, the 
Rev. Carroll Klug pastor. President Henry 
W. Sternat preached the sermon. The Rev. 
Merle T. Hafer and the Rev. Snyder Alle- 
man assisted by Pastor Klug, conducted 
the Communion Service. Afternoon devo- 
tions were conducted by the Rev. Robert 
G. Reiter, and speakers were President 
M. R. Hamsher, D.D., Secretary J. D. 
Krout, D.D., and Dr. C. P. Swank, Mission 
Superintendent of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod, the Rev. R. R. Gresh, Mr. 
Luther Grossman, and Dr. 8. White Rhyne. 

Conference has seven vacant charges; 
has gone “over the top” in the Tressler 
Home 75th Anniversary Fund; and has 
eleven pastors serving as chaplains. These 
were represented by Chaplain Ralph 
Robinson. 

Officers elected for the coming year are: 
President, the Rev. Carl R. Simon, York; 
secretary, the Rev. Paul Levi Foulk, Han- 
over; treasurer, the Rev. Carroll Klug, 
Chambersburg; member of the Executive 
Committee, Mr. Luther Lady, Arendtsville. 
At the laymen’s meeting Judge C. W. 
Sheely of Gettysburg spoke on “Loyalty.” 


The fiftieth convention of the York 
County District Luther League was held 
November 11 in St. Paul’s Church, Han- 
over, the writer pastor, with some 150 
youth present. Mr. Harry Hodges, secre- 
tary of the ULCA’s Board of Ministerial 
Pensions and Relief, proved a most accept- 


able speaker for the closing session. For, 


the banquet a large birthday and anniver- 
sary cake was provided by the district. 


Miss Kathryn Mundorf was re-elected 
president of the conference Missionary So- 
ciety at Trinity, Chambersburg, Dr. C. A. 
Neal pastor. Mrs. Walter Eisenhart of York 
was re-elected president of Group B so- 
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cieties; Miss Charlotte Hoffman of York, 
statistician; Mrs. Harold Krouse of York 
was retained on the executive committee. 
Mrs. C. L. Yost of Biglerville was elected 
recording secretary. Mrs. R. R. Gresh re- 
ported that 319 new members have been 
added in the past year. 


1,200 at Reformation Service 

More than 1,200 people attended the 
York Union Reformation Service in the 
high school, when Dr. Nils Martin Ylvisaker 
spoke. Nearly every community in the 
conference has local community Reforma- 
tion Services sponsored by our pastors. 


Scout Troop, St. Mark’s, York, the Rev. 
C. A. Chamberlin pastor, presented a flag 
and flagpole to beautify the church lawn. 


Dr. J. B. Baker of York was re-elected 
a member of the ULCA Board of Foreign 
Missions and Mr. Alvin R. Nissly of Han- 
over was re-elected to membership on the 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief, 
both to serve until 1950. 


Mr. Harvey Jacoby, St. Peter’s, York; 
who has served his church for more than 
forty-five years as a Sunday school. 
teacher, was honored at a special service 
in which his three sons took part. We 
should all recognize lay faithfulness. 


Miss Mae Rohlfs, missionary interned in 
a Japanese) concentration camp after Japan 
invaded China, spoke recently in St. Paul’s 
Church, York. 


Dr. W. Raymond Sammel, absent from 
his pulpit for some months on account of 
illness, was welcomed back at a great 
meeting, and many gifts were presented 
him showing the congregation’s esteem for 
a good pastor. 


The forty-fifth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of St. James Church, York, the 
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Rev. G. E. Miller pastor, was fittingly ob- 
served October 22 with Dr. A. R. Wentz, 
president of Gettysburg Seminary, preach- 
ing the sermon. 


St. John’s, Littlestown, the Rev. Ken- 
neth James pastor, recently canceled their 
entire debt on the new parish hall, col- 
lecting $4,000 on Rally Day. 


St. Paul’s, McSherrystown, the Rev. E. 
Philip Senft pastor, recently canceled their 
debt, thus making the church free of debt 
for the first time in many years. 


St. Paul’s, Hanover, the writer pastor, in 
five years has reduced indebtedness from 
$49,050 to $15,700, and did away with all 
church suppers and sales. 


The Rev. Marshall E. Brenneman, di- 
rector of Camp Nawakwa for four years, 
has resigned to enter the chaplaincy in 
the navy. His successor at camp has not 
yet been named. 


Filey Church, near Dillsburg, marked 
the fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of 
their church with services in charge of 
Pastor Emmanuel J. Hoover. 


Congregation 200 Years Old 

St. James Church, Hallam, the Rev. 
Merle T. Hafer pastor, marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of the dedication of their 
church building, with Dr. J. D. Krout 
speaker. This congregation was organized 
in 1744, and is among the oldest Lutheran 
congregations in York County. It is part 
of the Kreutz Creek Lutheran and Re- 
formed Church. For 150 years one church 
served both congregations, then separate 
churches were erected. Pastors who served 
in the last fifty years are: Reuben S. Stair, 
Edward E. Hoshour, David B. Lau, J. 
Henry Meyer, Joseph D. Krout, D.D., Adam 
B. Miller, David S. Martin, Charles F. 
Floto, Clarence H. Hershey, and since 1931 
the present pastor. 


Rohlers Church of the Rossville Charge, 
the Rev. Emmanuel J. Hoover pastor, re- 
dedicated their church recently. Sermons 
were delivered by Dr. William H. Feldman, 
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the Rev. R. S. Shanebrook, and Dr. Jacob 
M. Myers. 


“The Beehive Sunday School,’ Christ 
Church, York, the Rev. Gerald G. Neely 
pastor, recently held their annual workers’ 
banquet with the Rev. Walter Webner as 
speaker. 


The Rev. Elmer Leas, new chaplain for 
the York District Luther League, was 
guest speaker-at the district banquet held 
in St. Matthew’s Church, York. 


A great homecoming service was held 
near Thomasville in Paradise Union 
Church. This was the ninety-fifth such an- 
nual service. Pastor Elwood Johnson was 
in charge. 


St. Peter’s, York, the Rev. Howard 
Walker pastor, plans to observe the forty- 
fifth anniversary of the local missionary 
society of the congregation. This same 
congregation has made arrangements for 
the establishment of a nursery depart- 
ment in the Sunday school with Mrs. Rich- 
ard Slaugh, superintendent, and Mrs. 
Fred Smyser, assistant. A separate room 
is being constructed for this department. 


The seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
New Freedom Church, the Rev. M. E. 
Smith pastor, was observed November 12 
with a full day of services. Guest speakers 
were Dr. H. W. A. Hanson, president of 
Gettysburg College; the Rev. Paul H. 
Smith, son of the pastor; Dr. David S. 
Martin, a former pastor; and the Rev. R. R. 
Gresh. The following pastors have served 
this charge: Andrew Berg, John H. 
Menges, E. Menges, Ephraim Miller, E. E. 
Schantz, David S. Martin, A. S. Hain, and 
the Rev. M. E. Smith since 1921. 


An order has been placed for an electric 
organ, authorized by the council of the 
York Spring Lutheran Church, the Rev. 
R. W. Meckley pastor. It will be at least 
six months before delivery can be made. 


The Jefferson Charge, the Rev. Kenneth 
S. Ehrhart pastor, now supports twelve 
parishes abroad. St. Paul’s, Hanover, has 
voted to support one parish abroad for 
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each youth lost in the war. At present the 
number is four. 


The annual Schools of Religion will be 
held in Hanover, another in York, and 
another in Gettysburg during the fall and 
winter. In all of these schools our Lu- 
theran pastors and people are taking an 
active part. 


The Rev. Walter Waybright, for the past 
twelve years efficient pastor of the Chance- 
ford Parish, York County, resigned to ac- 


cept the call to become pastor of Zion 
Church, Newville, effective December 1. 
Mr. Waybright, graduate of Gettysburg 
College and Seminary, native of Adams 
County, will succeed the Rev. P. F. Curf- 
man, who recently went to Northumber- 
land in the Susquehanna Conference. 

Our congregations are entering into the 
1944 appeal for Susquehanna University, 
and it is hoped every congregation will be 
given an opportunity to aid this worthy 
Christian institution. 


Rickater tls GEN es 


135th Anniversary of Oldest Lutheran Church in Western New York 


Most of the post-convention meetings to 
tell of the work of the United Lutheran 
Church, especially as centered in the con- 
vention in Minneapolis, have been held in 
Rochester, N. Y. Others are scheduled. 
This is one means that should be used 
extensively to’ inform our people, for the 
results are cumulative from convention to 
convention. 


A Successful Campaign 

We’re glad to announce that the Inner 
Mission Society’s Campaign was success- 
ful. While the goal of $10,000 has not been 
fully subscribed, it will be reached even- 
tually, because a few congregations delay 
their solicitation on account of local con- 
ditions. Roy J. Lingg of Resurrection 
Church was chairman this year. 


Mr. William H. Stackel of Reformation 
Church, Rochester, is chairman of the 
United Synod of New York’s effort to raise 
$50,000 to erect a Chapel for Students at 
Cambridge, Mass. The first meeting for 
‘the purpose of contacting congregations 
was held in Rochester November 15. The 
Rev. Edmund A; Steimle, pastor at Cam- 
bridge, gave a highly interesting report on 
the work of which he is the leader. The 
twenty-five churches of Rochester and 
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vicinity have accepted a goal of $7,500, of 
which more than $1,000 is already in hand. 
This effort ought to be, and must be, suc- 
cessful. 


Dr. Walter E. Schuette, of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., the 77-year-old president of the East- 
ern District of the American Lutheran 
Church, delivered a forceful address at the 
combined Reformation service at St. John’s 
Church, October 29. The liturgist was the 
Rev. Paul H. C. Schmieder, who was con- 
ducting his last service before leaving the 
city for Bethanien Church, Philadelphia. 
The Rev. Alfred L. Beck, pastor of Refor- 
mation Church, offered the prayer. The ~ 
Rev. Erich O. Brandt, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Webster, was committee chairman. 


135th Anniversary 
St. Paul’s) Church, Dansville, celebrated 


_its 135th anniversary with elaborate serv- 


ices October 29-30. Dr. Frederick R. 
Knubel, president of the United Synod of 
New York, was the morning speaker on 
the twenty-ninth. The chief speakers Sun- 
day evening were two former pastors: the 
Rev. Alexander F. A. Berg, pastor of Christ 
Church, Trenton, N. J., and the Rev. Robert 
W. Stackel, pastor of Emmanuel Church, 
Rochester; also the Rev. Howard A. 


The Lutheran 


Kuhnle, president of the conference. 
Greetings were brought from other 
churches and organizations in the com- 


Rev. William R. Fairman 


munity, and many letters of congratula- 
tion were read, including those of Pres- 
ident Roosevelt and Governor Dewey. The 
anniversary dinner was held Monday eve- 
ning. 

St. Paul’s is the oldest Lutheran church 
in western New York, and one of the old- 
est Christian congregations in this section. 
The first service was held in 1809; in 1915 
the German and English congregations 
united. August 22, 1881, Miss Clara Barton 
organized the first local Red Cross Chap- 
ter in the United States in this church, In 
this fact the congregation takes great 
pride. 

The Rev. William R. Fairman is the 
pastor. An interesting booklet containing 
the history of the congregation was dis- 
tributed at the services. 


Co-operation 

The only two Lutheran churches in 
Yates County—St. John’s, Potter, the Rev. 
Harold A. Wolff pastor, and St. Paul’s 
(Danish), Penn Yan, the Rev. Adolph 
Kloth pastor—held a joint Reformation 
service at St. Paul’s, October 29. The 
speaker was the Rev. C. C. Kloth, father 
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of. the pastor, whose topic, “We Have Ac- 
cess to God,” was strictly evangelical. 
These two churches, which constitute a 
Lutheran frontier, are to be commended 
for their co-operative work. 


Emmanuel Church, Rochester, has re- 
ceived a gift of a cassock and two surplices 
for the use of the pastor, the Rev. Robert 
W. Stackel. Altar hangings are also being 
given to the church. 


The Rev. Norman W. Ross, First Church, 
Lyons, engaged in financial solicitation for 
Hartwick College during October and 
November. 


The Rev. Eugene L. Stowell reports that 
Resurrection Church, Rochester, has been 
completely redecorated at a cost of $1,200, 
and presents a handsome appearance. 


Diamond Jubilee at Kent, Ill. 


SPECIAL services were held October 1 and 
22 to mark the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of St. Paul’s Church, Kent, Ill. The preach- 
ers were the pastor, the Rev. Tressler S. 
Bolton, and the Rev. Harold E. Bernhard, 
a former pastor. Tuesday evening, October 
24, a banquet was held at which the ad- 
dress was delivered by Dr. O. G. Beck- 
strand, pastor of Trinity Church, Rockford, 
Illinois. 

The congregation was organized by the 
Rev. J. M. Lingle, a traveling Lutheran 
mission pastor, in 1858, and was reorgan- 
ized in 1869 by the Rev. J. A. Beidler, with 
a charter membership of forty-six. The 
first church was built in 1871, and was 
later enlarged and improved. The church 
has had many pastors, but the pastorate 
of the Rev. Frank Schroer, fourteen years, 
is the longest, and his work will live as a 
memorial to him for years to come. 

The present pastor took up his work in 
August 1940. During his pastorate the 
Common Service Book was introduced, the 
Brotherhood was reorganized, a Luther 
League was organized, and the congrega- 
tion has been built up and has good 
financial standing. 

The anniversary Thank Offering was 
given to Resurrection Church, the new 
mission of the Illinois Synod at Franklin 
Park, Ilinois. 
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Special Anniversaries and Services, and Generous Bequests 


Tue 210th anniversary of the founding of 
Jordan Lutheran Church, Walberts, was 
observed in connection with the celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion October 22. 
The pastor, the Rev. W. E. Wenner, con- 
ducted the service and the Rev. Harvey 
C. Snyder preached the sermon. 


Church and Institutions Beneficiaries 
Muhlenberg College and a _ proposed 
“public charitable” hospital in Nazareth 
are among the principal beneficiaries to 
share in the ultimate distribution of the 
estate of the late Peter S. Trumbower, re- 
tired Nazareth manufacturer and banker, 
who died September 21. Under the terms 
of the will the bulk of the estate listed for 
probate as being in excess of $630,000, is 
placed in a life trust for Mr. Trumbower’s 
widow during her lifetime. Among other 
specific bequests provided for when the 
estate is finally distributed are $3,000 each 
for the Good Shepherd Home in Allen- 
town, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Naz- 
areth, and the Muhlenberg Chapter of the 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. Mr. Trum- 
bower was a member of St. John’s Church, 
Nazareth, a director of Muhlenberg Col- 
lege and of the Good Shepherd Home. 


Under the terms of the will of the Rev. 
A. E. Erdman executed in 1915, a trust 
fund of $4,000, the income of which went 
to his sister, Catherine Erdman, in her life- 
time, will be divided with Muhlenberg 
College as beneficiary to the extent of 
$1,500 for the establishment of a Clara V. 
and Asa E. Erdman scholarship. 


Special Services 

Three special services on November 12 
commemorated the ninety-fifth anniver- 
sary of the founding of St. John’s Union 
Church, Mickley’s, the Rev. Harvey Sell 
pastor. Lutheran pastors who participated 
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were the Rev. Harvey Snyder, president 
of the conference; the Rev. Harold W. 
Sell, a son of the congregation; and J. J. 
Schindel, D.D., a former pastor. 


Services marking the 185th anniversary 
of the Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran | 
Church, Eastern Salisbury, and the tenth 
anniversary of the ordination of the pas- - 
tor, the Rev. Nevin Gearhart, were held 
November 12. In connection with the serv- 
ice, a citation from the Navy was pre- 
sented to the congregation for giving the 
Rev. Thomas J. Richter, their former pas- 
tor, to the chaplaincy of the Navy. This 
citation was presented by Lieutenant W. D. 
Gruelich, stationed at Muhlenberg College 
in connection with the Navy V-12 pro- 
gram. ; 


The tenth anniversary of the pastorate 
of the Rev. Jesse B. Renninger of Grace 
Church, Macungie, was celebrated with 
two special services November 16. The 
Rev. F. A. Posselt of St. Peter’s Church, 
Ridge Avenue, Allentown, preached at the 
morning service. 


Brotherhood Notes J. 
William T. Shetlock, superintendent of 
the Coplay Schools, was re-elected pres- 
ident of the Brotherhood of the Minis- 
terium in connection with the convention 
held in Grace Church, Lancaster, Novem- 
ber 15. It) was announced that Grace 


_ Church, Bethlehem, would be host to the 


Allentown Conference Brotherhood for its 
annual meeting December 8. Lawrence F. 
Speckman of Louisville, Ky., president of 
the Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, will be the speaker. 


Judge James F. Henninger delivered the 
address in connection with the celebration 
of the 110th anniversary of St. Paul’s 
Sunday school, Allentown, November 26. 
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The annual Thanksgiving Raliy of the 
Allentown Conference Luther League was 
held in St. Michael’s Church, Allentown, 
the Rev. Arthur P. Grammes pastor in 
charge, November 21. The Rev. Allen 
Snyder of Forks Church spoke on the 
theme, “Count Your Blessings and Re- 
member to Be Thankful.” 


Mrs. Viola M. Reichley was commis- 
sioned as Inner Mission Worker on the 
territory of the Allentown Conference at a 
service held in St. Peter’s Church, Allen- 
town, the Rev. Warren C. Heinly pastor, 
November 26. The sermon was preached 
by G. H. Bechtold, D.D., and the service 
of commissioning was conducted by Claude 
O. Dierolf, D.D., president of the Board of 
Inner Missions of the Ministerium. The 
Missionary Society and the Sunday school 
of St. Peter’s Church of which Mrs. Reich- 
ley is a member, presented her with ap- 
propriate gifts. 


Muhlenberg College 

There was no Thanksgiving holiday for 
Muhlenberg College students, civilian and 
military alike. Classes met according to 
schedule throughout the day to meet the 
rigid academic requirements of the Navy. 
Students, however, were assured of a 
Christmas holiday that will enable prac- 
tically all of them to be home at least a 
day or two. 


Eight beautiful silk banners, symboliz- 
ing Muhlenberg’s historic associations, 
were hung in the Chapel at Muhlenberg 
College. They include the national colors, 
the Christian flag, the state flag, the flag 
of the City of Allentown, the college flag, 
a flag bearing the coat of arms of Martin 
Luther, a banner with the coat of arms of 
the Muhlenberg family, and the flag of 
the Navy V-12 unit. The flags were hung 
over the choir stalls. 


“Echoes from the ULCA Convention” 
was the chief order of the day for the No- 
vember meeting of the Allentown Pastoral 
Association held in Muhlenberg College 
Chapel. The Rev. Ralph Hartzell of Holy 
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Trinity Church, Northampton, is the pres- 
ident of the association. 


Grace Church, Allentown, Phares G. 
Beer, D.D., pastor, received a citation from 
the Navy for having given the Rev. Ralph 
W. Sell as a chaplain. Mrs. Ralph Sell re- 
ceived the citation for the congregation. 

In spite of many wartime obstacles, the 
fall District Conference meetings held 
their own in attendance compared with 
former years. -Total registrations were as 
follows: Allentown district, 309; Bethle- 
hem district, 229; Easton district, 233. 


The first semester of the Lutheran Lead- 
ership School of Allentown and Vicinity 
closed November 14 with a total enroll- 
ment of 135. The second semester will 
open January 2. The Rev. Edward 
Schmickel is the dean of the school. 


New Rader Church 
Dedicated 


Rader Lutheran Congregation, Timber- 
ville, Va., gathered in large numbers for 
the dedication of their new church. The 
morning ‘sermon was preached by Dr. 
Charles J. Smith, president of Roanoke 
College. The sermon at the afternoon serv- 
ice was delivered by Superintendent R. 
Homer Anderson, D.D., of the Synod of 
Virginia. He dedicated the church, assisted 
by the Rev. B. D. Castor, president of the 
New Market Conference. The building cost 
$35,000, and is among the most complete 
church plants in the Shenandoah Valley; 
it is also an outstanding rural church so 
far as beauty and arrangement are con- 
cerned. Much free labor and materials 
were given by members and friends. There 
is an indebtedness on the building of 
$10,000. 

In 1940 this congregation set to work to 
renovate its third building, erected in 1868, 
and get it ready for the celebration of the 
175th anniversary of the founding of the 
congregation. August 12, 1942, the ren- 
ovated building was struck by lightning 
and burned to the ground. Immediately 
the congregation decided to rebuild. The 
congregation numbers 255 members, and 
are making progress under the leadership 
of their pastor, the Rev. S. W. Berry. 
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Anniversary Services and Mortgage-burning 


By transference of thirty-three of its 
members thirty years ago, the Church of 
Our Saviour, Trénton, N. J., then only 
fifteen years old, gave needed strength and 
support to the daughter congregation or- 
ganized several years before as a Bible 
school in Deutzville. Today that daughter 
congregation, St. ‘Bartholomew, the Rev. 
Stover Crouthamel pastor, is a leading 
church in its community with bright pros- 
pects for Christian service. 

October 17-22 marked the thirtieth an- 
niversary. The guest preachers were the 
Rev. Dr. Paul J. Hoh of the Philadelphia 
Seminary, and the Rev. H. Paul Gerhard, 
president of the New Jersey Conference 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and 
Adjacent States. 

At the congregational dinner, Mr. Fred 
A. Roberts, president of the church coun- 
cil, was in charge. Group singing and 
greetings from former pastors and mem- 
bers of the Trenton Lutheran Pastoral 
Association, featured the dinner meeting. 

Clearing the indebtedness of the con- 
gregation prior to the celebration, the 
$7,000 mortgage was burned at the last of 
the anniversary services. The additional 
funds received are being set aside for in- 
vestment in an educational building which, 
according to present plans, will be added 
to the church. During the past year the 
downstairs room and the kitchen were 
transformed into attractive rooms suitable 
for Sunday school worship and instruc- 
tion. New altars were presented and ded- 
icated. 

Several years prior to 1914 St. Bar- 
tholomew’s began as a Sunday school un- 
der the leadership of the Rev. John C. 
’ Mattes. July 5, 1914, the first service was 
conducted by Dr. U. S. G. Bertolet, field 
missionary. The first pastor was the Rev. 
Rufus E. Kern. Other pastors were Otto 
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C. F. Janke, W. Penn Barr, and George 
W. Wilt. The present pastorate began in 
1939. 

On the Roll of Honor are 104 members 
in the armed forces—one gold star—and 
one member missing in action. 


Forty-fifth Anniversary 

To greet the members of the Church of 
Our Saviour on their forty-fifth anniver- 
sary, the Rev. Dr. Emil E. Fischer, pres- 
ident of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
preached the sermon. At four o’clock on 
the Anniversary Sunday, October 29, the 
church choir with Oriana Singers pre- 
sented an anniversary concert of song and 
music, The message to the Sunday school 
October 22 was brought by the Rev. H. 
Paul Gerhard. At the congregational so- 
cial the people, remembering Pastor and 
Mrs. Weibel’s thirty-fifth wedding anni- 
versary, presented them with a basket of 
roses. Charles C. Goldenbaum was the 
toastmaster. 

The congregation was begun in 1899 un- 
der the direction of Dr. William Ashmead 
Schaeffer. Of the twenty-seven charter 
members three remain: the Misses Hattie ~ 
and Louisa Mahlow and George J. Klenk. 
The pastors who served the congregation 
were Paul Z. Strodach, John C. Mattes, 
William Lee Hunton, H. Grady Davis, and 
G. L. Weibel since 1918. 


Returning to Epiphany, Camden, where 
he had been pastor from 1915-1920, the 
Rev. Henry M. Wertz preached~at the 
sixty-fifth anniversary service November 
5. The anniversary festival arranged by 
Pastor Paul C. Weber included a program 
of music by the Philadelphia Seminary 
Choir of thirty voices directed by the 
Rev. Elmer E. Zieber. Pastor Wertz is 
pastor of St. Andrew’s, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Marking the fortieth anniversary in Holy 
Trinity, Wildwood, the Rev. Paul J. Neff 
pastor, remembered the occasion with spe- 
cial services December 10. The guest 
preacher for the service was the Rev. C. 
Donald Heft, pastor of St. Mark’s, Oaklyn. 
For Vespers the sermon was preached by 
the Rev. H. Paul Gerhard, president of 
the New Jersey Conference and pastor 
of the Magnolia-Berlin Parish. 


A congregational dinner in Bethany 
Church, Gloucester, November 14 was held 
to mark the fifth anniversary of the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Harold F. Muffley. As 
guests of the evening the Rev. Floyd A. 
Paules of Haddon Heights and the Rev. 
H. Paul Gerhard of Magnolia greeted the 
pastor and congregation. Mrs. John Healis 
was in charge of the celebration com- 
mittee. 


Installed Thirty Years Ago 

To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of 
their pastor’s installation,-the members of 
Christus Church, Camden, held a special 
service October 22 with the Rev. Martin 
O. Dietrich and the Rev. Henry W. Harms 
as guest preachers. Pastor Dietrich is 
serving the historic St. Michael-Zion Par- 
ish in Philadelphia; Pastor Harms of Tacony 
is president of the German Conference of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The 
celebration was concluded October 25 with 
a reception in honor of Pastor Hinkeldey 
and his family. 


Washington Inner Mission 
Building Dedicated 


Sunpay afternoon, October 29, the new 
Lutheran Inner Mission Building in Wash- 
ington, D, C., was formally dedicated. The 
new quarters were made necessary be- 
cause the old location had been sold. The 
Lutheran churches of Washington through 
their representatives decided that now was 
the opportune time to buy a permanent 
location for our growing Inner ‘Mission 
work in the nation’s capital. 
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PORTABLE ORGAN WANTED 


The Service Center, National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, located at 114 City Hall Avenue, Norfolk, 
Va., is in need of a portable organ, and asks 
for an announcement of the same in Tue Lvu- 
THERAN. Response should be written to the Rev. 
Frederick A. Smith, Service Pastor, 1031 Buck- 
ingham Avenue, Norkjfolk, Va. 


The Act of Dedication was performed by 
the president of the Inner Mission Society, 
the Rev. Raymond Vogeley, pastor of 
Christ Church, Bethesda, Md. Dr. C. E. 
Krumbholz of the Department of Welfare 
of the National Lutheran Council addressed 
the assembly of about 400 people. The 
Rey. Francis McPeak of the Department 
of Social Service of the Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches brought greetings 
from his agency. 

The new building is located at 1002 11th 
Street, N.W., and consists of four storeys. 
A Children’s Room has been provided in 
the basement. Part of the building will be 
rented commercially. Improvements 
amounting to more than $3,500 have al- 
ready been paid by organizations and 
friends of the Society. Miss Frances 
Dysinger as the Executive Director and a 
group of voluntary assistants will conduct 
the work from the new Center. 
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A Conference Meeting 


The Southern Conference of the Wart- 
burg Synod convened at Peace Church, 
Steeleville, Ill., November 16. The open- 
ing devotional service was conducted by 
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the Rev. Arnold Kaitschuk, who spoke on 
the theme, “Jesus the Water of Life.” Due 
to the illness of the Rev. R. R. Belter, 
president of the Wartburg Synod, who 
was to have presented a paper on “The 
State of Synod,” the Rev. Walter E. Kait- 
schuk spoke in his place on the standing 
and outlook of the synod. 

The Rev. Karl W. Braun, president of 
the conference, in the communion address, 
pointed out that the essential thing in 
Christian service is “that a man be found 
faithful.” 

Thursday morning, the Rev. A. W. 
Huneke led the devotional service, and the 
Rev. E, P. Richter presented a paper based 
on the value and use of the pericopes. 

A. W. HuNEKE. 


Philadelphia, Pa. The Lutheran Peace 
Council of Philadelphia and Vicinity at a 
meeting recently held was addressed by 
Dr. Gustave H. Bechtold on the topic, “The 
Church and the Negro.” Dr. Bechtold told 
the society that the Lutheran Church has 
not recognized its responsibility to the 
American negroes. “We have chosen to 
ignore the rich field of missionary activity 
which we have in our midst.” Activities 
of the Lutheran Church in regard to the 
negro were reviewed and opportunities 
which lie before us as a church at this time 
were described. 

The Lutheran Peace Council of Philadel- 
phia and Vicinity was organized a year ago 
with the Rev. Dr. T. Benton Peery, chair- 
man. The general obligation of the or- 
ganization is to encourage and strengthen 
Lutherans in promoting peace by a pro- 
gram of study and action. ; 
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Personal 


The Rev. Willard W. Alexander has ac- 
cepted a call to become pastor of St. Mark’s 
Church, Emporia, Kan., and will begin his 
work there January 1, 1945. He was or- 
dained by the Nebraska Synod in 1935, 
and has served pastorates at Hooper, 
Nebr., and St. Mark’s Church, Omaha, 
Nebr. The Emporia pastorate has been 
vacant since the Rev. Ernest Tonsing re- 
signed in August 1943 to enter the U. S. 
Army as a chaplain. The pulpit has been 
acceptably supplied by Dr. R. N. Miller of 
the College of Emporia. 


The Rev. William E. Eisenberg was in- 
stalled as pastor of Grace Church, Win- 
chester, Va., November 5 by Dr. R. Homer 
Anderson, superintendent of the Synod of 
Virginia. 


The Rev. Henry Schaeffer, Ph.D., was 
installed pastor of St. Paul Church, Marion, 
Ohio, November 5. Dr. E. Clyde Xander, 
superintendent of the Home Mission Board 
of the Synod of Ohio, performed the act 
of installation and preached the sermon. 
Dr. Schaeffer, prior to his move to Ohio, 
was pastor of the First Lutheran. Church, 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 
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Assisting Baltimore Motherhouse 

A spscrat luncheon meeting was held at 
the Lutheran Settlement House, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. November 11 for all the dea- 
conesses and non-garbed workers of the 
Baltimore Motherhouse in the Philadelphia 


ie 


Points 
fr Emphasis 


Hight C Moore 


Convenient, concise, correct, this Is the 
28th edition of this widely known and 
used pocket-size commentary on the In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching, Uniform Series. A dependable 
gvide te clean, clear thinking about the 
Bible and Its truths. 
Single sopy. 40 cents 
25 copies, $9.25; 50 copies, $18.00) 
100 copies, $35.00 

Carriage Extra 


AT YOUR BOOKSELLER 


The Broadman Press 
Nashville 3 Tennessee 


eee 


Standard Church 
Records 


Eee an accurate account of church finances, 
embership and Communion Records. 
Write for Samples. 


CHURCH SYSTEMS CO, YORK, PA. 


area. The purpose was to arouse interest 
in the plans which have been made to 
raise $50,000 in honor of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the Baltimore Motherhouse. 

Sister Georgia Bushman as toastmistress 
presented as the first speaker Mrs. August 
Pohlman, who spoke about the beginnings 
of the deaconess work in 1892. This work 
is still very dear to her heart. A pleasant 
surprise was in store for everyone when 
Mrs. F. H. Knubel was introduced. She 
reminisced about the early days of the 
Motherhouse but also spoke of the future 
and the new project. 

Mrs, Edmund Funck, deaconess secre- 
tary, brought greetings and encouraged 
going forward with plans. The main 
speaker was Sister Martha Hansen, direct- 
ing deaconess of the Baltimore Mother- 
house. Her message on “The World Today 
Needs Leadership” was inspiring and help- 
ful. Sister Catherine Neuhardt, chairlady 
of the Anniversary Committee, concluded 
the meeting by explaining what has been 
done so far to promote its plans. A period 
of questions and answers followed. 

Mitprep E. Wiomyer, Sec. 


OBITUARY 
The Rev. Arthur Frank Richardson 


was born in Loudon County, Lovettsville, Va., 
November 6, 1862, the son of the Rev. H. J. and 
Mary Anna v aetniehy Sah rah See Reisen at 
Pearson Academy..§ poh, Re d., and was 

aduated from etiysburg College in 1885 and 

ettysburg Seminary in 1 

He was ordained by the SS raryland Synod in 
October 1888, and served the following parishes: 
Aurora, Grafton and Davis-Elkins Parish in 
West Virginia; Lancaster, Ohio; Swissvale and 
ap ge in Pennsylvania. 

After fifty-five years of active service he re- 
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simple thing to handle. Providing protection at low cost, it guar- 
antees an income for those left behind, to be paid inlump sum or 
in instalments. Its value is ever-increasing. It is the thoughtful 
man’s way of assuring his family a future income when he is no 
longer with them. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE FOR LUTHERANS 
608 2nd Avenue So. Herman L. Ekern, President Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE LESSONS 


WILBUR M,SMITH. D.D. 
INDISPENSABLE TO TEACHERS OF ALL GRADES 
price’ .°° postpaio AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


MENEELY 
BELLCO. 


TROY, NY. 


High Grade 
Reconditioned Bells 


Write for Information. 


| a 


€ 


ic 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 
PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submitted on request. 


OBITUARY 


(Continued from page 44) 


tired April 12, 1942. He was elected pastor 
emeritus of the Davis-Elkins Parish, where he 
had served faithfully for twenty years. 

Mr. Richardson was called Home Sunday 
morning, November 19. The funeral service was 
held in St. John’s Church, Davis, W. Va., No- 
vember 21. The Rev. W. M. Erhard of Clarks- 
burg preached the sermon and was assisted by 
the Rev. E. F. K. Roof, president of the Synod 
of West Virginia, and the Rev. R. Eugene Smith, 
pastor of the Davis-Elkins Parish. Burial took 
place at Davis, W. Va. a 

He is survived by his wife; his son, King; and 
two grandchildren. 

Mr. Richardson was an eloquent preacher, a 
faithful pastor, and a true servant of God and 
his fellowmen. R. E. S. 


The Rev. E. A. Shenk 


The Rev. Elonza Ashby Shenk departed this 
life November 14, at his home in Kings Moun- 
tain, N. C., at the ane of seventy-six. He was a 
son of Mr. William J. Shenk of Luray, Va., and 
his wife, Elizabeth Shutters Shenk. He attended 
the public schools there, and in 1892 was grad- 
uated from Roanoke College, and in 1895 from 
the’ Philadelphia Seminary. 

His pastoral services were in the following 
fields: Bethlehem Church, Waynesboro, Va.; 
Trinity, Newport News, Va.; Augsburg, Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; Incarnation, Baltimore, Md.; and 
First Church, Greensboro, N. C. 

October 18, 1899, he was married to Miss 
Katherine Pifer of Frederick County, Va. To 
them was born one child, Katherine, who is now 
Mrs. Aubrey Mauney of Kings Mountain. 

Pastor Shenk filled many important posts of 
service in his ministerial career, among which 
were the following: member of the Inner Mis- 
sions Board of the Lutheran churches of Balti- 
more; member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Lutheran Orphan Home at Salem, Va.; president 
of the Eastern Conference of the Synod of 
North Carolina; and a member of many impor- 
tant committees of the synod, in all of which 
positions he rendered efficient service. 

The funeral service was conducted in St. 
Matthew’s Church, Kings Mountain, November 
16, Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of syned: 
officiating. Charles A. Phillips. 


Gerber College 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and controlled by the U. L. C. A. 


Synods of South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, 
and Florida. 


Accredited; ‘coeducational; A.B. and B.S. 
degrees, with special training in Music, 
Business, Pre-Medicine, Pre-theology. 


\ Personal attention, healthful climate, 
Christian atmosphere, reasonable expenses. 


Terms under accelerated program begin 
March 1, July 1 and November 1. 


For catalog write 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 
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Use BOOKS 


Thousands of readers 
have acclaimed it 


Cher and Spal Conf 
For the Bady and the So 


ON WINGS 
OF HEALING 


By John W. Doberstein 


A book that ministers to the sick 
and shut-in with hope and cour- 
age for their suffering. It is a 
collection of prayers and read- 
ings to meet the needs of people 
in every sort of affliction. 


Price $2.00 


fon GlES. 
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Kingdom Pathfinders 


By George Drach 


Here are brief biographies of outstanding mis- 
sionaries who have served the United Lutheran 
Church, and former bodies now in this group, 
in foreign fields. Price 60 cents. 


The Pastor as a 


Personal Counselor 
By Carl J. Schindler 


This manual will serve the average pastor who 
is interested in getting a broad grasp on what 
is involved in personal counseling. Price $1.25. 


The TALE of the 
WIDOWS’ SONS 


By Robert H. Gearhart, Jr. 


This is the story of the men who built Israel's 
temples through the ages, groping their way in 
the darkness searching for a God who could 
not be made by men. Their search is culminated 
in the full revelation brought by Jesus of Naza- 
reth. Illustrated, Price $1.00. 


Parish Practice 
By Paul J. Hoh 


The principles underlying competent parish ad- 
ministration and their practical application, form 
the basis for this book. Dr. Hoh's warm, human 
style of writing makes this manual enjoyable as 
well as worthwhile reading. Price, $2.50. 


What Matters 


By Walton H. Greever 


The essentials of Christian faith are explained 
in this sober, concise consideration of Christian 
truth. It is, in reality, thoughts about things that 
matter most! Price, 50 cents. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago || Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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The Reserve Contributory Pension Plan 
of the | 


United Lutheran Church in America 


Beginning January 1, 1945 


General Statements 


A pension based on current. support is better than relief because ministerial sup- 
port is a scriptural obligation and not a benevolence in old age or active service. 


The Federal Social Security Act exempted all ministers and churches in recog- 
nition of the separation of Church and State. The Government therefore expects 
all churches to care for their own ministry through their own pension plans. 


The Basic Structure of the Plan 


The Pension Plan is a reserve plan. 
Reserves are accumulated over actuarial projections. 
The Governing Board consists of fifteen members elected by the Church. 


Investments are handled by a Finance Committee of five members of the Board. 
Their actions are reviewed and acted upon by the entire board and scrutinized 
by the Investment Commission of the Church. 


An Actuary of wide experience guides the plan. 


Twenty-One of the largest Protestant Communions operate similar plans. 


The Cost of Participation 


The minister and his employing agency each pay 4 per cent of his salary. 
If a residence is furnished rent free, 15 per cent of the salary is added in deter- 
mining the salary basis for Pension Plan Dues. 


The Missionaries’ Status 
The American and Foreign Mission Boards pay the 4 per cent of their share of 


the salary. | 


Write for particulars. 


THE BOARD OF MINISTERIAL PENSIONS AND RELIEF 
709-13 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


